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INTRODUCTION present charts because such a scale has a slope
approaching zero for small Z, the geometrical
representation of reactions is simpler and the
ordinates show directly the number of excess
neutrons required to form a stable nucleus. As is
well known, an attractive force between neutrons
and protons Inay be invoked to overcome the
repulsive proton-proton forces and hence, for
light nuclei, e —p is nearly zero but for heavy
nuclei rt —p rises to around 50.

Each stable nuclear species' found in nature is
represented by a square on Fig. 1.The zero point
of the linear ordinate scale (n —p) is 2Z in every
case, hence its numerical value varies with Z.
Since A=n+p=2p+(rt —p)=2Z+(n —p), the
mass of any isotope is obtained directly from the
mass ordinates 2Z+(n —p) shown in Figs. 1, 2

and 3. For example, the single isotope of fluorine
has a charge of Z=9, and a mass of 2Z+1= 19,
while for beryllium Z=4 and hence its mass
2Z+1 = 9.The naturally radioactive elements and
the artificially radioactive elements produced by
neutron bombardment are protrayed in Fig. 1

as circles and the course of their production and
disintegration is shown by straight lines connect-
ing the nuclear species involved. Those reactions
whose course has been established by chemical
separations, by energy measurements on each of
the emitted particles, or by the agreement of
disintegration data from two or more laboratories
and the absence of any contrary evidence, are
plotted in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. Unconfirmed and
uncertain reactions are separately tabulated in
Table I.

The known nuclear reactions involving ele-
ments from Z to 1 to 30 are plotted on Fig. 2.
Isotopes whose atomic mass is twice the atomic
number have a mass ordinate of 2Z; those con-

taining an extra neutron, 2Z+1; those which

have an extra proton, 2Z —1; etc. It is to be
noted that H' and He' are the only stable mem-

bers of this last category. The legend on Fig. 2

T HE publication of experimental results in
nuclear physics has usually been limited to

rather short reports of a very few transmutation
processes. Disintegration has been produced by
alphas, protons, deuterons, neutrons and photons
and as products alphas, protons, neutrons, gam-
mas, electrons (both positive and negative) and
rare isotopes of hydrogen and helium have been
observed. The techniques for producing and de-
tecting these various radiations are so widely
different and the field of research so broad that
few results have been reported in a manner which
stresses any correlation between the various proc-
esses. However, the development of the field
has been broug'ht to such a point that it is now
possible to organize these data into representa-
tive processes. It is the purpose of this paper to
summarize these correlations, to present charts
which include all types of disintegrations ob-
served to date and to draw from these correla-
tions some suggestions which may be of assis-
tance in further experimental and theoretical
study.

LINE CHARTS

Any systematic graphical catalog of nuclear
reactions involves a plot of all known nuclear
species, in which one coordinate represents the
nuclear charge or atomic number Z and the other
coordinate shows the nuclear weight or mass
number A. Such charts usually present a linear
scale of Z as abscissae, but a wider choice is
available for the scale of ordinates representing
A. When a heavy nucleus is thought of as an
aggregation of protons p and neutrons e (some
of which may be combined into heavier units), a
linear scale of A represents the sum of all n and

p in the nucleus, that is A =n+p. A mass scale
plotted as A —Z represents I, the number of
neutrons in the nucleus, and a mass scale plotted
as A —2Z represents e —p, the number of xcess
neutrons in the nucleus. We have chosen ab-
scissae Z and ordinates linear in A —2Z for the
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' J.Mattauch, Physik. Zeits. 35, S67 (1934);F.W. Aston,
Proc. Roy. Soc. 149, 396 (1935).
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Fro. 1. Isotopes found in nature; abscissae, atomic number Z; ordinates, mass number A plotted in terms of 2Z+ (lr -p).
The natural radioactive processes and those stimulated by neutron bombardment are indicated for those cases in which
the active isotope has been identifiml.
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square representing the emitting nucleus.
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TAst.s I.Obsersations of y-rays areindicated by italics; dissntegrations resulting in complete division of the product nucleus
g'nto a-particles are indicated by square brackets; doubtful, unconfirmed, or incompletely studied reactions are shovon in paren-
theses closed by a question mark. The naturally radioactive nuclei in the U, Th and Ac series are omitted in the interests
of brevity. (Closed April 29, 1935.)

REACT?ON
TYPE

zMA+a~J'4+ z+1M"+'

TARGET MATERIAL

RE'ACTION LEADS TO A STABLE ISOTOPE

sBIo vNI gFIg 11Nags, 13Aig", 14P31
(IoNe", »Mg34, 13S, IvCl, 13A, IsK?)

REACTION LEADS TO A' RADIOACTIYE ISOTOPE

13Mggg (3Li', 4Be'?)

TYPE
OF

RAD.

zM" +a n+z+2M +' 3Li', 4Be', sB» (IoNe"?)

zM"+d~a+z-IM" 3 3Li 4Be', [&BIog, zN", 11Nag' 13Al ' ( 0"?)

sBIo ?N 4 gFIs 11Nag, 13Mgg
13P3 IgK (3Li, soZn, 13Mgg ge?)

e+

zMA+ d~P+ st+I
zMA+ d~n+ z+I MA+I

,Hg LIe BIo Cu N14 (48eg soIs?)

IH', L3Liv j, 4Be', sB", IINags, 13Aigv

11Na", »Aigv, ggCu

sBIo gC'g vN" e+

zM"+P a+z IM"-',Lig, ,Lg', LsB j, vE'

MA+~(~) + MA+I

3I is sBIo vN14 301s
IoNego (eC", 13Mg"?)

zM"+n~P+z IM"

zM" +n~(y)+zM"+' sg Y, 4sCd, 33Hg

zMA+. ~ n+ zMA-I IH3 4Beg

sC13 ( B10?)

gF», »Mgge, 13AIgv, 13P", I?Clos, 31Sc",
33Mn", gz Coos

IINags, »Mgg', »Algv, 14Si", 14P", 14S",34Cr", geFe~, spZne', gpZn~,
(vN14 gQIe gFIg?)

11Nag, »Mggg, »Alg', 14Si'o, Iv Cl, »K", 33V", »Mn", ggCueg 39Cues
31Ga, 33Asv 34Se, 33Br g, ssBrs1' 4?Ag 4glnns 43In 's 41Sb, gsI g

seBa, z4W, zsRe, I;Ir, vgAu, (33Ge, gvRb', 43Mo, 44Rh, 4sPd, sgTe,
ssCs, sgPr, egSm, gsEu, g4Gd, ssTb, esEr, vpYb, vsTa, vePt, ggPb,
gpTh, g?U?)

RADIOACTIVE ISOTOPES

zR~e++z IR"

zRA~e +z+IR"

zR~~a+ z 3RA-4

Cn vN» 0" 3Frv IINagg, »Alee, 14Si'v Pso 1?C1",3ISc, (sB'?)

vN", IoNegs, IINa34, »Mg", »Alg', 14SPI, IsP", 1?C1, IsK", 33 V", gsMn", ggCu", 33Cuse, 31Ga,
33As s, 34Se, ssBrso 33Brsg, 4?Ag, 4gIn»4 egIn11s 3ISb, 43I»s seBa ?4% vsRe vzIr»Au»K
svRb, gpNd. (4Be', 4C, so, gF3, 33Ge, svRb, caMo, 43Rh& 4sPd sgTe, seCs, egPr, egSm& esEu,
e4Gd, ssTb, sgEr, zoYb, vsTa, vgPt, ggPb, goTh, ggU, gsX) g4X?)

43Smlsg?

explains the interpretation of the line charts.
Stable isotopes occurring in nature are shown as
large squares. A disintegration reaction is indi-
cated by a series of straight lines between the
parent and product nuclei, each line indicating
a particle used for bombardment or observed as
a product. The diagram in the upper left corner
of Fig. 2 indicates the magnitude and direction
of a change as indicated in the charts for the
emission of the various particles. A similar set
of lines in the same directions but in the negative
sense would indicate the capture of such particles

when they were the bombarding projectiles. For
example, when a bombarding neutron is absorbed
the mass is increased by one, leaving the charge
the same; conversely, a neutron emitted lowers
the mass by one row. The beginning of a process,
and hence the target material, is indicated by a
dot, the final stable product by a small hollow
square. The dotted Cl and K reactions indicate
uncertainty as to the mass of the isotope which
enters the reaction. The C+n reaction is dotted
because it rests on meager data. Other doubtful
or unconfirmed reactions are omitted in Fig. 2,
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but will be found in Table I. The artificially
induced radioactive isotopes are indicated as
small circles, enclosing a plus sign iF they emit
positrons, a minus sign if they emit negative
electrons. Let us illustrate by the reaction of 9F"
under neutron bombardment. The neutron is
captured and an alpha-particle emitted, pro-
ducing the radioactive nitrogen isotope *,N",
which then emits an electron radioactively and
ends as a stable 60".Three straight lines there-
fore completely portray the reactions:

9F19+9~1~ ~4+dc N16 ~ dc N16~ O16+4t—

In many cases alternate processes occur, such
as in &he bombardment of H' by deuterons. One
process gives H' with proton emission, while the
other gives He' with neutron emission. On the
chart these two reactions branch from the same
line indicating the captured deuteron. In a
similar manner there is multiple use of lines in
cases where several reactions produce the same
products. This is illustrated by two reactions
leading to the radioactive *~N16 isotope, one due
to deuteron bombardment of GC" and the other
to alpha-bombardment of GB".

A similar case of multiple use of lines is:

GLi'+ e—&GB16+n+ y,
4Be9+d~GBlo+ ++

where the gamma-rays have the same energy
(0.6&0.1 MEV) in both cases. Many other ex-

amples will be found by inspection of Fig. 2.
The radioactive isotopes are found to occur

both above and below the region of stable iso-

topes on the charts. All those above this region

are characterized by having a larger number of
excess neutrons n —p than the stable isotopes
having the same charge Z. In terms of the recent
beta-ray theories of Fermi and others, one of
these neutrons is converted into a proton plus
electron plus neutrino, the proton remaining in

the nucleus while the beta-ray and neutrino are
emitted. Similarly, radioactive nuclei below the
region of stable isotopes have too few binding

neutrons and a proton switches to a neutron

plus positron and antineutrino, resulting in posi-

tron radioactivity.
The charts accelerate the identification of proc-

esses in which chemical analysis or other tech-
niques for identifying reactions have not been
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used or have not been successful. For example,
Fermi reports an electron radioactivity of 40 sec.
half-life when sodium or magnesium is bom-
barded by neutrons but does not identify chem-
ically the radioactive isotope. Noticing that in
this region of the atomic table the two most
probable neutron processes are those giving
alphas and protons as products, And that *iiNa'4
is excluded because of its ]5 hr. half-life, it is
readily seen that *i0Ne" must be the radioactive
isotope, produced from magnesium with alpha-
emission and from sodium with proton-emission,
and that this is beta-active and results in stable
iiNa" as a final end product. These reactions are
indicated on the chart. With the accumulation of
more experimental data it should be possible to
apply similar rules for the verification of the
unidentified radioactive isotopes and so to accel-
erate the experimental research. The cases of
radioactive *~3V" and *25Mn" are striking in-
stances in which a single radioactive isotope is
the result of each of the three neutron reactions,
produced from three different elements. These
two cases are supported by chemical evidence.

Of the three types of neutron reactions, that
giving alpha-particles is predominant for very
light elements; that giving protons is predomi-
nant around Z= 10 to 30; the third, or radiative
type, in which there is no particle emission, is
predominant in the higher ranges of the atomic
table; while all three processes occur in the region
between Z=20 and 30. This grouping may be
due to experimental difficulties or it may be that
insufficient work has been done to identify these
particles. However, it seems more probable that
fundamental nuclear laws underly this orienta-
tion of processes. It is possible tentatively to
ascribe the lack of charged particle emission from
heavy nuclei to their high potential barriers, and
its absence in the light element region to the
ease with which heavy charged particles pass
these lower barriers. The radiative neutron-
capture type is sensitive to the so-called water-
effect or proton-effect, having a very high prob-
ability for slow bombarding neutrons. A theory
has recently been advanced by Bethe to account
for these high yields.

Disintegration by gamma-radiation or x-rays
has been obtained in only two of the lighter
elements, iH' and 4Be'. These are both endo-

energetic reactions and occur with emission of
neutrons. The latter reaction is omitted from
Fig. 2 because only the neutrons have been
reported. The remaining products may either be
4Be' or, more probably, two alpha-particles.

Processes in which gamma-radiation is a prod-
uct are of two kinds: (a) those for which the
gamma-ray is a definite product and must be
included in the mass and energy equations. The
third, or radiative neutron type, is of this nature.
This may occur in many of the type processes
given in the next section, but in most instances
energies have not been measured accurately
enough to test this point. (b) Those for which
the particles are occasionally emitted with ener-
gies lower than their maximum, resulting in an
excited product nucleus which emits gamma-
radiation as it returns to the normal state. This
alternative gamma-radiation has varying prob-
abilities for different elements and has been
observed for those noted in Thble I under each
type process. Such radiation, if monochromatic,
gives definite evidence of excitation states in the
product nucleus. The importance of more com-
plete and more accurate studies of the gamma-
radiation accompanying nuclear processes cannot
be stressed too strongly.

The geometrical arrangement of Figs. 1 and 2
facilitates a rapid survey of nuclear reactions
and the prediction of new reactions. With charged
particle projectiles of the present available ener-
gies, nuclear potential barriers permit the dis-
integration of most elements having Z(20. With
neutrons as projectiles this limitation is removed.
The disintegration of Cu by energetic deuterons,
recently reported by Lawrence and his co-
workers, suggests that in some cases the deuteron
may behave like a neutron couplied to a proton,
permitting acceleration to high velocity by virtue
of its protonic charge, but capable of splitting
at a nuclear potential barrier with capture of
the neutron and rejection of the proton by the
nucleus.

In predicting new reactions one must also
consider the reaction energy, which should be
calculated when the isotopic masses are known
with sufficient accuracy, as well as the total
switch in nuclear spin. If the reaction energy is
negativ'e, limits of energy of the bombarding
particle may be set below which the process can-

I



NUCLEAR DISINTEGRATION PROCESSES 235

not occur. Thus, gC'g+OI~N+EEO'»' SO'g —+zN g

+e+, has not been reported, but should occur if
IY-rays having over ca. 6 MEV are used, e.g.
ThC'. Similar tests may be applied to all possible
processes and experiments based on such predic-
tions should be more rapidly and successfully
performed than otherwise.

One example is noted in which proton bom-
bardment does not emit a particle: SC"+p
-+*zNIg+y. It may be assumed with some cer-
tainty that this process does give a gamma-ray
product in order that both momentum and
energy may be conserved. Hafstad and Tuve
have recently shown that the reaction prob-
ability is high for only a narrow band of incident
proton energies, suggesting a type of resonance
capture. One can infer from Fig. 2 that similar
processes may be observed for other cases such
as gB zN, SO .The case for SB' is particularly
suggestive for Crane and Lauritsen reported in-
duced radioactivity for 0.9 MEV protons on
boron, while Cockcroft, Gilbert and Walton found
none with 0.6 MEV protons, a situation reminis-
cent of the carbon case a few months ago.
Similarly the possibility of resonance capture of
deuterons by»Mg', i4Si" and igS", with the
emission of energetic 7-rays and the formation
of radioactive *igAP', *Igp" and *izClg4 should be
examined experimentally.

By analogy with such parallel type reactions as

TABLE II. 1Vumerical classification of the 140 estabhshed
nuclear reactions, according to atomic number Z of the target
and, belozo, 2 of the radioacliue nedeus; (as in Table I, the
U, Ac and Th series are excluded).

TARGEZ MATERIAL

REACTION
TYPE

REACTION LEADS REACTION LEADS
TO A STABLE TO A RADIOACTIVE

ISOTOPE ISOTOPE TYPE Or
R AD.

TYPE REACTIONS

Certain geometrical patterns are apparent
when the known disintegration processes are
charted in this manner. There are many parallel-
ing processes, which might be represented by
type equations or generalizations, as has already
been pointed out by other writers. With the
exception of non-capture disintegrations, there
prove to be just 14 type processes which have
been observed, 2 with alpha-bombardment, 3
with deuterons, 2 with protons, 3 with neutrons,
1 with gamma-rays and 3 for radioactive proc-
esses. These type reactions are collected in Table
I, and opposite each reaction are entered the
target materials for which the reaction has been
established. In addition, the targets for which
the reaction has been reported by one author,
but remains doubtful or unconfirmed, are tabu-
lated with an accompanying question mark.

Table II classifies the established reactions
according to the number of successfully dis-

eBio+cg~zg+ EzNIg

eC"+d~zg+*zNIg 6 0
2 1

0 1
7 1

Z odd Z even Z odd Z even

e-
e+

it may be reasonably suggested that similar cases
will be observed when more elements have been
surveyed. The case of SCIS+IL has just been
considered. IiNa", igAP' and igpgi when bom-
barded by cs,-rays emit neutrons and give radio-
active products. Consequently one should expect
to find

NI+n~a
1III+n~p
M+n~y

5 1
4 1
5 1

4 0
0 0

3 2
0 0
1 2

1 1

0 0
3 0
2 1

0 0
0 1

7 1
3 7

20 5

0 0

e-
e+

»Mg"+d~zt+4'IgAP ' +igA1 ~igMg +e+,

Slg +d~rt+E pgO . 4 pgo ~ Sigo+&+

isSgg +d—+zg+*IzCig: *izC1 '~MS +e+,

when these targets are bombarded by sufficiently
energetic deuterons.

TYPE OF
RADIOACTIVITY

Z odd

7
24

Z even

RADIOACTIVE ISOTOPES
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integrated atomic species having odd and even
atomic number.

In order to explain certain disintegration forks
as observed in the cloud chamber, non-capture
reactions have been postulated. In general these
reactions are still under question, the evidence
for them is meager and they are not included in
the present correlations.

CIRcLE CHART

The resolution of all disintegration processes
into the type equations of Table I makes possible
a simplified graphical target catalog such as
Fig. 3. Here the large square representing each
bombarded nucleus is subdivided into four rows,
each representing a captured projectile, alpha a,
deuteron d, proton p, or neutron n, and into four
columns representing the emitted particle, a, p, e,
or none {jonly). A circle within the square of a
stable isotope denotes its successful disintegra-
tion, the circle's row and column disclose the
captured and emitted particles, hence portray
the reaction. A double circle denotes complete
division of the products of disintegration into a-
rays, while a plus or minus sign shows that the
reaction is followed by an induced radioactive
disintegration with the emission, respectively,
of positrons or of negative electrons. A vertical
bar to the left of the circle connotes y-ray emis-
sion associated with the primary disintegration,
while a bar to the right of the circle indicates
y-ray emission associated with the induced radio-
active disintegration. Hence the position and
form of each entry suffices for complete represen-
tation of the reaction. All established reactions

within Z= 1 to 20 are given on Fig. 3, with the
exception of

4+y —+p+n„and 4Be'+y-me+ 7.

A few inadequately established but very probable
reactions are shown dotted. The entries in the
caption square portray the known type reactions
of Table I, the plus or minus indicating that
positron or electron radioactivity is sometimes
associated with the particular disintegration.

From Fig. 3, it is possible to collect rapidly all
reactions conforming to any desired sub-classifi-
cation. For example: to tabulate all reactions
produced by alpha-rays one simply reads the
entries along the top rows within all the isotope
squares; to tabulate reactions which yield neu-
trons as products of disintegration one reads the
entries in the third columns of all isotope squares;
to tabulate all reactions yielding positron radio-
activity one records all appearances of the plus
sign within the various reaction circles.

The authors appreciate the value of a quanti-
tative correlation of mass and energy in dis-
integration processes. They consider it outside
the scope of this paper to attempt any such
correlation but point out that isotopic plots on
the coordinates of Figs. 1, 2, 3 have proved a
very convenient form for such records.

No bibliography is here appended because, if
complete, it would exceed a thousand references
and, if incomplete, it might appear invidious to
some. Moreover, most workers are already
equipped with these details and our major con-
cern in the present writing-has been to report a
method and an accurate catalog of established
nuclear reactions.


