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In this article, we study loop-induced Higgs decays into gauge bosons within the framework of radiative
natural supersymmetry. We reproduce the one-loop MSSM calculations for the Higgs partial decay widths
into a Z boson-photon pair, two photons, and two gluons, providing the corresponding analytical
expressions for the scattering amplitudes. We focus on the region of parameter space that maximizes the

rare decay width of the process & — Zy, and analyze the correlated predictions for the remaining Higgs

decay channels. In the selected region of parameter space, the 7 — Zy decay width is enhanced, reaching a

maximum value of ~7.5 keV, while remaining compatible with the current combined ATLAS measure-
ment. At the same time, this region satisfies current Higgs constraints from the 7 — yy and h — gg
channels. The diphoton mode remains close to the Standard Model expectation, with deviations at the level

of <5%. The gluon channel exhibits a stronger sensitivity to the considered region of parameter space,
leading to a moderate suppression of about 10% in the corresponding partial width.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The discovery of the Higgs boson at the Large Hadron
Collider (LHC) completed the particle content of the
Standard Model (SM) and marked a milestone in our
understanding of electroweak symmetry breaking. As the
last fundamental particle of the SM to be observed
experimentally, the Higgs boson plays a central role in
the consistency of the theory at the quantum level and
provides a mechanism for the generation of elementary
particle masses. For this reason, a precise determination of
its properties, such as its mass, couplings, and decay
widths, constitutes a primary goal of current and future
collider experiments. From the theoretical perspective, the
properties of the Higgs boson have been computed with
remarkable precision within the SM and its extensions. In
particular, the Higgs boson mass (M),) has been calculated
in the Feynman diagrammatic approach reaching multiloop
precision. In the SM, state-of-the-art calculations incorpo-
rating higher-order corrections up to three-loop accuracy,
have significantly reduced the theoretical uncertainty [1-5],
allowing for a meaningful comparison with experimental
measurements where the uncertainty is approximately
100 MeV [6-8]. In supersymmetric (SUSY) extensions
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of the SM, such as the Minimal Supersymmetric Standard
Model (MSSM), the Higgs mass prediction is highly
sensitive to radiative effects, implying theoretical uncer-
tainties of about one order of magnitude larger than the
experimental precision achieved at the LHC (1-5 GeV),
making precision calculations essential. Advanced multi-
loop computations of the Higgs boson mass in SUSY
models have been presented in [9,10] and references
therein, where the impact of higher-order corrections and
the associated theoretical uncertainties were analyzed in
detail.

Beyond the Higgs mass, the decay widths of the Higgs
boson provide an equally important window into its
underlying dynamics. Higgs decay rates are directly sensi-
tive to its couplings and are therefore powerful probes of
new physics effects. In the SM, both tree-level and loop-
induced Higgs decay channels have been computed with
high precision [11,12]. Extensions of the SM, including
SUSY models, can modify these decay widths through new
particles entering radiative corrections or through altered
Higgs couplings [12—14]. Experimentally, several Higgs
decay channels into gauge bosons have already been
measured at the LHC with increasing precision [15,16].
The three body decays h — WW* - Wff and h —
77" — Zff are among the best-measured channels and
play a crucial role in Higgs coupling determinations, while
h — yy has provided one of the cleanest discovery sig-
natures. The decay h — Zy, although experimentally chal-
lenging due to its small branching ratio [17,18], remains an
important target for future analyses, as its loop-induced
nature makes it particularly sensitive to physics beyond the
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Standard Model (BSM). Future collider projects such as the
ILC [19] and the FCC [20] are expected to greatly improve
the precision of Higgs measurements, enabling percent-
level determinations of Higgs couplings and decay widths.
This level of accuracy will substantially enhance the
sensitivity to new physics, highlighting the need for precise
computations of Higgs properties within BSM scenarios.
Any model capable of explaining potential deviations must
remain consistent with the well-established SM predictions.
In this context, models of radiative natural supersym-
metry (RNS) [21-23] provide a well-motivated framework
for studying new physics effects in Higgs observables. RN'S
can be realized within the MSSM without introducing
additional exotic matter, accommodating the observed
Higgs boson mass while avoiding a further increase in
the already sizable theoretical uncertainties associated with
it. Moreover, RNS preserves electroweak naturalness and is
consistent with current LHC constraints from B physics and
SUSY particle searches. Particularly, a detailed study of the
h — Zy decay was performed within the framework of
RNS in reference [24]. In that work, the corresponding
Higgs decay width (I'z,) was analyzed using a region of
parameter space where I'z, is maximized while respecting
important experimental constraints. The y parameter was
constrained to values above 100 GeV, in accordance with
the current ATLAS and CMS lower limits on chargino
masses. Within this allowed range, small values of u are
favored by electroweak naturalness, since they lead to a
reduced fine-tuning parameter. Furthermore, low fine-
tuning scenarios in RNS also maintain consistency with
flavor observables such as the b — sy branching ratio.
Besides, it was shown that SUSY contributions, arising
mainly from chargino loops, can lead to deviations of about
20% with respect to the SM prediction (F%l;’l ~ 6.2 keV).
This is consistent with the latest combined Run 2 + Run 3
ATLAS result [25], I“ZTLAS ~8.173% keV, as well as with
the latest CMS result [26], TGS ~ 6.813% keV. Both mea-
surements still exhibit large uncertainties, leaving room for
potential new physics effects in this channel. At the same
time, we emphasize that any modification of the 7 — Zy rate
must be confronted with other precision observables. In
particular, electroweak precision tests, such as the oblique
parameters S, T, U, and my,, as well as Z-pole observables
and the other Higgs signal strengths could severely constrain
|

50 GeV < u <350 GeV,
|Ag/mgo| = 1.75, 2 TeV < mgy < 8 TeV,
8 <tanf < 55.

We use the SUSY spectrum generator ISASUGRA [28],
included in the I1SAJET package [29], to perform the
evolution of the MSSM parameters. The ISAJET code

600 GeV < my <1500 GeV,

new-physics effects. Having this in mind, in the present work
we extend the analysis in [24] to a comprehensive study of the
loop-induced Higgs boson decays into pairs of gauge bosons,
h — V,V,, within the same RNS framework. With this
analysis we determine whether the enhancement in 7 — Zy
can be realized without spoiling the successful SM-like
predictions in other channels, and we obtain a coherent
picture of the impact of RNS on Higgs phenomenology.

This paper is organized as follows. In Sec. I we briefly
review the theoretical framework of RNS and summarize the
parameter space considered in our analysis. In Sec. III we
present the formalism for Higgs decays into a pair of gauge
bosons and describe the calculations of the corresponding
loop-induced decay widths at one-loop level. Numerical
results are discussed in Sec. IV. Finally, Sec. V contains our
conclusions. The main routines and data that produce the
results presented in this paper are available at [27].

II. PARAMETER SCAN IN RNS

Given that Higgs boson decay widths are sensitive to the
masses and couplings of both SM and BSM patrticles, it is
important to study how these observables vary as functions of
the relevant new-physics scales, and to quantify the size of
the resulting deviations with respect to the SM predictions. In
this paper, we focus on the effects of MSSM corrections,
imposing that the numerical values of the SUSY mass
spectrum and the relevant couplings entering the predictions
of Higgs decay widths are obtained through their renorm-
alization-group evolution. The running is controlled by the
renormalization-group equations (RGEs) with boundary
conditions defined in terms of a constrained set of unified
input parameters specified at the grand unification scale,
Agur = 1.5 x 10'® GeV, within the RNS framework. These
RNS inputs include the universal scalar mass m, the
universal gaugino mass m; /,, the universal trilinear coupling
Ay, the ratio of the vacuum expectation values of the two
Higgs doublets in the MSSM, tan = v, /v,, the Higgsino
mass parameter y, and the mass of the CP-odd Higgs boson
my. We consider the region of parameters that maximizes the
value of the decay width for the process & — Zy, while
preserving the Higgs mass prediction in MSSM inside the
range M), = 125+ 3 GeV and a moderately large fine-
tuning parameter Agw =~ 100, as was discussed in
Ref. [24]. Thus, we scan the following parameter space:

500 GeV < my , <2500 GeV,
3.5 TeV < |Ay| < 14 TeV,

(1)

|

integrates the RGEs of the MSSM parameters, including
the full two-loop contributions for gauge and Yukawa
couplings, together with a consistent treatment of the soft
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TABLE 1. Representative benchmark points and the corre-
sponding low-energy spectrum used to evaluate the loop-induced
h — V,V, decay amplitudes. All benchmark points reproduce
the Higgs boson mass in the range M, = 125+ 3 GeV, and
satisfy the current collider constraints.

Parameter BP1 BP2 BP3

Input parameters at Agyr

my (TeV) 2.0 4.0 8.0
Aq (TeV) -3.5 -7.0 —-14.0
Low-energy parameters at QOgysy

A, (GeV) —3659.8 —4942.6 —7479.0
A, (GeV) -3600.3 —6506.1 —12357
my (GeV) 3265.8 3380.6 3553.7
ms0 (GeV) 98.908 99.116 99.564
My (GeV) 106.11 106.42 107.27
My (GeV) 1227.2 1254.6 1293.8
m;, (GeV) 1739.7 1610.6 2108.5
mz, (GeV) 2663.6 3305.1 5339.9
my, (GeV) 2651.4 3316.2 5382.0
mz, (GeV) 1589.6 3259.2 6616.3
M, (GeV) 123.78 125.69 127.72
Apw 50.970 48.980 204.56

SUSY-breaking parameters. Within the ISAJET convention,
a commonly adopted choice for the SUSY matching scale
is the geometric mean of the stop masses, Qsysy =
/M, mz,. The MSSM parameters are evolved from Agyr
down to Qgysy, at which the soft-breaking parameters and
running couplings are determined. This scale is chosen to
minimize large logarithmic corrections induced by the stop
sector. The resulting parameters are then used to construct
the physical SUSY spectrum. Internally, the running
parameters follow the standard DR/DRED renormalization
scheme [30-32] and are consistently converted into physi-
cal pole masses by including the relevant loop corrections.

Table I presents three representative benchmark points,
listing the GUT-scale input parameters together with the
relevant low-energy SUSY spectrum entering the dominant
Higgs decay amplitudes. The benchmarks are defined by
varying the universal scalar mass m, from 2 to 8 TeV,
while maintaining the common RNS input parameters
u =100 GeV, my, =1.5TeV, my =600 GeV, and
tan # = 30. The trilinear coupling A, is fixed such that
|Ag/mg| = 1.75. With this choice, the lightest chargino
and neutralino masses remain nearly constant over the
three benchmark points, with Mys = 106-107 GeV and
My = 99 GeV, respectively. Similarly, the gluino mass m;
remains above 3.2 TeV for all benchmark points, while the
scalar sector exhibits a much stronger dependence on m,

particularly in the stop and stau masses. The lightest stop
mass m; varies from about 1.6 to 2.1 TeV, whereas the

heavier stop (7,) and the lightest sbottom (131) and stau (7;)
masses increase substantially as m is raised. As a conse-
quence, the loop-induced Higgs decay widths are expected to
be affected predominantly by the scalar sector in this region
of parameter space. Note that all benchmark points satisty the
Higgs boson mass requirement, while the electroweak fine-
tuning remains of order O(100), and are consistent with
current collider constraints [33]. In particular, the gluino and
third-generation sfermion masses lie well above the present
exclusion limits from ATLAS and CMS searches, while the
nearly degenerate higgsino-like chargino and neutralino
spectrum remains consistent with current LHC searches
for electroweak supersymmetric scenarios.

In the context of RNS, the requirement of natural
electroweak symmetry breaking implies that 4 must lie
close to the electroweak scale, while experimental con-
straints from LEP2 and the LHC exclude charginos with
masses below approximately 103.5 GeV. Consequently,
RNS scenarios demand p = 100 GeV, leading to a lightest
neutralino (the MSSM predicts a spectrum where the
lightest SUSY particle is typically the lightest neutralino
)?(1)) that is almost purely higgsino-like, assuming the limit
where gaugino mass parameters M; (bino) and M, (wino)
are much heavier than the Higgsino mass u. All other
superpartners, including heavier neutralinos ;??:2’3_4, char-
ginos 7i,, sleptons Zj, and squarks g;, have significantly
larger masses. This implies that decays of the Higgs boson
into SUSY fermions, such as & — 779 and h — 77T, as
well as into SUSY scalars, such as h — Ziij and h — q,q;,
are kinematically forbidden. In particular my > M,/2

preventing the decay h — 770, and all other sparticles
are well above this threshold. First- and second-generation
sfermions are generally decoupled at multi-TeV scales to
comply with LHC null search results, while third-gener-
ation squarks, though possibly lighter, are still too heavy to
allow for kinematically viable decays of the 125 GeV
Higgs boson. As a consequence, by imposing the RNS
boundary conditions the Higgs boson decays only into SM
particles and the total width of the Higgs boson (I'y)
receives no direct contribution from decays into SUSY
particles. This makes the precise computation of the
radiative corrections of these Higgs partial widths particu-
larly relevant, as any deviations from the SM predictions
must arise mainly from loop-level effects, especially in the
decoupling limit [13,34] satisfied in RNS (m, > M, and
a = f — %) where the couplings of the light CP-even Higgs
boson () to SM fermions and gauge bosons approach their
SM values, up to corrections of order M%/m?. As a result,
detailed studies of the loop-induced processes h — yy,
h — Zy, and h — gg provide particularly sensitive probes
of SUSY effects, as they directly probe the presence of
superpartners in the loops. In addition, analyzing their
partial decay widths offers complementary information
beyond a purely k-parameter-based approach, which is
commonly used in global fits. A key feature of partial decay
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widths is the presence of interference effects among
different loop contributions in the decay amplitude.
Strong destructive interference between the W-boson and
top-quark contributions has been reported for the 7 — yy
[35,36] and h — Zy [37-40] decays at one-loop level.
Similar cancellations occur at higher orders between the
QCD and electroweak contributions [41-43]. These inter-
ference patterns imply that even small additional contri-
butions from new physics can lead to sizable effects on the
decay widths.

III. HIGGS DECAYS INTO GAUGE BOSONS

In this section we consider the decays of the Higgs boson
into pairs of gauge bosons within the MSSM. We sum-
marize the formalism and computational setup used to
evaluate the corresponding decay amplitudes and partial
widths, as well as the assumptions underlying the RNS
parameter space adopted in our analysis. Main results for
the individual decay channels are also discussed.

The decay width for the Higgs boson & decaying into a
pair of gauge bosons V| and V, is obtained from the
squared scattering matrix element M using the standard
two-body phase-space master formula,

2 2
(2 M
167M,, M2 M2 aE

(2)

where A(x,y,z) = x> +y* + 22 = 2(xy + xz + yz) is the
Killen function and

— SM-like SUSY
levz —_— MVIVZ + MVIVZ . (3)

We define MMk to include all contributions from SM-
like particles within the MSSM, while MZSY contains
only amplitudes involving superpartners. In the decoupling
limit under consideration, MI-SJM'“k" coincides with the SM
amplitude. The corresponding amplitudes have been exten-
sively studied in the literature. For completeness, in this
work we reproduce the calculations of the decay widths
['(h - V,V,) =Ty, in the R, gauge at the one-loop
level. The Feynman diagrams and the corresponding
amplitudes contributing to My, y, are generated in four
dimensions using the Mathematica package FeynArts [44].
The leading-order contributions to the loop-induced proc-
esses h — gg, h — yy, and h — Zy arise at one-loop order,
and each corresponding amplitude M is ultraviolet finite
and does not require additional vertex renormalization.
Although one-loop diagrams for # — gy and h — gZ can
be formally generated with FeynArs, these decays are
forbidden at the effective-field-theory level, since gauge
invariance severely restricts the possible local operators. In
particular, an operator involving a single gluon field
strength and the Higgs scalar, such as hGj F* or
hGy,Z*, cannot be constructed without violating the gauge

symmetry and therefore does not induce physical Higgs
decays. The resulting amplitudes are regularized in D
dimensions using dimensional regularization and manipu-
lated with the FeynCalc package [45], which is used to
perform the required algebraic operations. Through the
FeynHelpers interface [46], the outputs of FeynCalc are con-
nected to the program Package-X [47], allowing the loop
integrals to be expressed in terms of Passarino-Veltman
functions and enabling the separation of the finite and
divergent contributions of each diagram. The numerical
evaluation of the involved loop functions can be straight-
forwardly performed using LoopTools [48].

A. Dominant contributions to Higgs decay widths

In the following, we present the form factors for the
dominant contributions entering the computation of the
scattering amplitudes. By using the Ward-Takahashi identity
and the transversality condition of the polarization vectors,
the scattering amplitude at one-loop level can be written as

My vy, = 5:13 (Vl)gﬁz(vz)[v‘tgfll)vzg’w
+ADy (k- heag™ = RS, (4)

Aﬁ,-’fvz denotes reduced form factors. The overall process-
dependent electroweak and QCD prefactors, including the
gauge couplings and color factors, are not included explicitly
in Eq. (4), they are restored in the corresponding decay-width
expressions. For all loop-induced processes, the form factor

.Ag,ll)vz vanishes. Although we do not reproduce here the
calculations of Higgs decays into electroweak gauge
bosons, it is worth noting that in the three-body decays
h— VV* = Vff, with V = Z, W, the form factor vaz

provides the dominant contribution, while Ai,zl)vz is generally
subdominant.

1. h — yy decay

The dominant contribution to M,, arises from the
W-boson loop, while the top-quark loop provides a sizable
destructive interference. In the MSSM, additional contri-
butions from stop and chargino loops can be relevant, with
their relative impact determined by the interplay between
stop mixing and the presence of light charginos. Light staus
can also become important, particularly in regions with
large left-right mixing or enhanced Yukawa couplings. The
relevant Feynman diagrams contributing to the calculation
of M,, is depicted in Fig. 1. The decay amplitude can be
written in terms of the form factor

2
Agy) = gwwFi(tw) + Z NcQ%ghffFl/z(Tf)
f=lq
+ Zghﬁ;rFl/z (T;zi) + ZNcngcghﬁFo(T})v (5)
7+

f=Lg
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w o

FIG. 1. Main diagrams contributing to the scattering amplitude M, in the & — yy decay. The internal wavy lines represent w*
bosons, the solid lines represent the fermionic contributions, and the internal dashed lines represent sfermion fields.

where 7; = 4m?/M?. The factor N, denotes the color
multiplicity of the particle in the loop. For colored particles
such as quarks (g) and squarks (§), N. =3, while for
colorless particles such as leptons (/), sleptons (D), and
charginos (y*), N, = 1. The quantity Q; represents the
electric charge of the particle i in units of the proton charge.
The parameters g,yy denote the effective Higgs couplings
to the particles running in the loop and can be consulted in

the Appendix. The functions entering the form factor A,(j)
are defined as

Fo(r) = —7[1 —zf(q)]. (6)
Fip(r) =221+ (1 - 7)f(7)]. ()
Fi(z) = =243t + 372 -17)f(7)]. (8)

The function f(z) is given by

arcsin? (i) >1
ﬁ ’ - ’
flz) = ©)
_%[ln(%) —iﬂ]z, T<1.
The h — yy partial decay width is obtained from
Gra’ M3
_ Lram M, (2)‘2 (10)

o182

In the RNS regime, stop contributions to M, are typically
suppressed due to their relatively large masses, while stau
contributions are generally subleading unless very light
sleptons are present. Chargino contributions can become
relevant due to the light Higgsino states. However, their
impact is typically moderate, as the corresponding cou-
plings are controlled by the Higgsino-gaugino mixing,
which is limited in scenarios with heavy gauginos. As a
result, the overall amplitude remains largely dominated by
the W loop, with small corrections from fermionic
contributions.

2. h —» Zy decay

The dominant contributions in the MSSM to the scatter-
ing amplitude My, comes from the Feynman diagrams
drawn in Fig. 2. As in the diphoton channel, the W loop
dominates, while the top-quark contribution is suppressed

but still induces a non-negligible destructive interference.
This decay is particularly sensitive to the electroweak
particles running in the loop, making chargino contribu-
tions especially relevant in RNS. The dominant form factor
takes the form

2
A(Zy) =~ ghww9zww i (TW’/lW) + Zghfngijl/Z(Tfs lf)
f

+ Zghf;z-gz;ﬁj-Fl/z(T;i, Azt)
)?:t

+ ZghﬁgzﬁFo(fﬁl}), (11)
P

with 7; = 4m?/M? and A; = 4m?/M%. For the h — Zy
decay, the loop functions can be expressed in terms of the
auxiliary functions /; and /,,

Fip(7.2) = Ii(z,4) = I(z. ), (12)

Fo(z.4) = I1(z, ), (13)

Fy(z.2) = CW{4(3 — tan0y )1, (z. )

+ [(1 +%>tan2t9w - (5 +%>]11(T,/1>},

(19
where
hod) = 5 s P 0 - )
e o) — g0 (13
b(ed) = —5 5 0 =) (16)

The function g(7) is defined as

v/t — 1 arcsin (#), >1,
g(z) = (17)
V?[ln(%)—iﬂ}, T<l1.
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FIG. 2.

The h — Zy partial decay width is obtained from

GZM3,aM3 M2
ry, = SR (152 AR )

In RNS scenarios, the presence of light Higgsinos can
enhance the chargino contribution to the point where it
exceeds that of the top quark, while still remaining
subdominant with respect to the W-boson loop.
Consequently, the chargino loop typically provides the
leading supersymmetric correction to the amplitude in this
channel.

3. h - gg decay

The dominant contribution to qu shown in Fig. 3,
arises from the top-quark loop, with a smaller destructive
contribution from the bottom quark. In the MSSM, scalar
contributions can significantly modify the amplitude,
especially in scenarios with light sfermions and large
mixing. The corresponding form factor is given by

Agg - Zghqulﬂ + ZghquO (19)

where functions F and F'y/, are defined as in (6) and (7)
respectively. The i — gg partial decay width is obtained
from

GFa Mh| |
g = 36\/§ 3 gg .

In the RNS framework, stop contributions can modify the
decay width if one of the stop eigenstates is relatively light.
Depending on the stop masses and mixing parameters, the
scalar contribution may interfere constructively or destruc-
tively with the dominant top-quark loop, leading to either

(20)

enhancements or suppressions of Aé?. However, for typical

0000000
fi f/ :
h h e
- - = ___“/\ *f“’/itl
e !
f_} \\
Nooo0000 7
FIG. 3. Representative Feynman diagrams for the dominant

contributions to the amplitude M, in the & — gg decay. Solid
(dashed) internal lines denote fermions (sfermions).

7y

Feynman diagrams contributing to the dominant part of the scattering amplitude M, for the decay h — Zy.

RNS spectra, these effects remain subleading compared to
the dominant top-quark contribution. It is worth mentioning
that the branching ratio of 4 — gg is not directly measured
as a final-state decay mode at the LHC, the same effective
coupling governs the dominant Higgs production mecha-
nism via gluon fusion. Therefore, precise predictions for
[y, provide an indirect probe of Higgs production
dynamics.

IV. NUMERICAL ANALYSIS

We begin our numerical analysis by focusing on the
region of the RNS parameter space that maximizes the 7 —
Zy decay width. The predictions for I'z, in this region are
shown in Fig. 4, where solid and dashed red curves
represent the values of I', for different choices of mj
and tan f8. In particular, the solid red line corresponds to the
RNS configuration that maximizes the prediction for I',
with my =8 TeV, Ag=—-14 TeV, u =100 GeV, and
my; = 1.5 TeV. For tanf =51, the prediction reaches
its maximum value of I';, = 7.5 keV. We include in this
plot the average SM prediction and its theoretical uncer-
tainty, estimated in Ref. [24] as F%l;" =6.19 £0.15 keV.

The central value is shown as a gray line, while the
associated uncertainty is represented by a gray band. We
also include the latest combined RUN2 + RUN3 ATLAS
result, depicted as a green line. The ATLAS measurement

12 Bl
Average SM: 6.19 8 ig keV
10r MSSM + RNS: < 7.5 keV q

ATLAS RUN2 + RUN3: 8.1'35 kev

8F =

—

Mz, [keV]

4 T S S S RS S S
10 20 30 40 50

tang

FIG. 4. h — Zy decay width as a function of tan f for different
values of m, in the RNS scenario. The gray band represents the
SM prediction with its theoretical uncertainty, while the green
band corresponds to the combined RUN2 + RUN3 ATLAS
measurement.
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TABLE IL

Individual one-loop contributions to the 7 — yy decay amplitude for three representative benchmark

points. The quantities listed correspond to the main contributions entering the one-loop form factor, together with

the resulting partial decay width.

Contribution BP1

BP2 BP3

Main SM-1like contributions

InwwF1(Tw) —8.2822 —8.3452 —8.3975
%‘g,mFl/2 (z,) 1.8336 1.8393 1.8502
%gh,,,,Fl/z (7p) —0.02575 + 0.03371i —0.02475 + 0.03177i —0.02719 + 0.03122i
Main SUSY contributions
ghﬁ;;Fl/z(Tﬂ) —0.0231 —0.0225 —0.0216
Iz Frya() 0.0112 0.0109 9.95 x 1073
;lg,ﬁl;lFO(—;;]) —0.0171 —0.0180 —8.54 x 1073
%ghfzszO(Tiz) 0.0085 1.62 x 1073 3.35x 107
S9n,5, Fols,) -5.46 x 1073 -336x 107 -1.27 x 1073
Gnzz, FolTs,) —5.43 x 107 1.87 x 107 4.54 x 1073
Total prediction
FVR,NS 8.8059 keV 9.4589 keV 10.022 keV

exhibits relative uncertainties of approximately 40%—45%,
represented by a green band. Due to the large experimental
uncertainty, the current ATLAS measurement is compatible
with both the SM and RNS predictions, preventing a clear
discrimination between the two scenarios. A reduction in
the experimental uncertainty would be essential to enhance
the sensitivity to new physics effects and to test whether the
RNS scenario can be distinguished from the SM expect-
ation. To be more precise, taking the central value of the
measurement and assuming that it remains stable as the
experimental precision improves, the difference with
respect to the SM prediction is AI'~ 1.9 keV. In order
for the SM prediction to lie outside the 1o experimental
interval, the uncertainty would need to be reduced to
Oexp < 1.9 keV, corresponding to a relative uncertainty
of approximately 24%. A more stringent discrimination
at the 20 level requires o, < 1.0 keV, ie., a relative
uncertainty of about 12%, while a 306 exclusion would
demand o, < 0.6 keV, corresponding to a precision better
than 8%. Such precision is expected to be achievable at
future collider experiments. At the High-Luminosity LHC,
a sensitivity at the level of ~14% is anticipated [49]. Lepton
colliders such as the ILC [19] are expected to reach a
precision of ~10%-20%, enabling a robust test of new
physics scenarios. Even higher precision could be achieved
at FCC-ee [20], where sensitivities at the level of
~5%—10% are projected. These improvements would
provide a powerful probe to distinguish RNS effects from
the SM expectation.

While the current experimental sensitivity is insufficient
to distinguish between those predictions, the parameter
region that maximizes the h — Zy decay is subject to

stringent constraints from other Higgs observables. In
particular, the & — yy channel, which is experimentally
well measured and consistent with the SM, provides a
critical consistency check. Any viable enhancement of the
h — Zy channel must therefore preserve agreement with
the diphoton decay observables. The numerical results
presented in Table II allow us to identify the dominant

contributions to the form factor Aﬁ,) for the decay h — yy
and to understand the origin of the differences among the
three benchmark points defined in Table I. As expected, the
amplitude is dominated by the SM contributions. The W-
boson loop provides the largest contribution, with an
amplitude varying from approximately —8.28 to —8.40,
while the top-quark contribution remains close to 1.84.
These two contributions account for about 99% of the total
amplitude and interfere destructively, determining the
overall magnitude of the decay width. The bottom-quark
contribution is nearly two orders of magnitude smaller and
mainly provides the small imaginary part of the amplitude.
The supersymmetric contributions are considerably sup-
pressed. The total SUSY correction to the real part of the
amplitude remains below approximately 0.03, correspond-
ing to less than 0.5% of the total amplitude. The light stop
provides the dominant SUSY correction. Depending on the
benchmark point, its contribution ranges from approxi-
mately —0.018 to —0.009, reflecting the increase of the stop
mass from about 1.6-2.1 TeV. The heavy stop contribution
is already one order of magnitude smaller because of the
strong 1/ m% suppression entering the Higgs—squark cou-
pling. The chargino contributions are of comparable
magnitude, with the light chargino contributing about
—0.02 and the heavy chargino approximately -+0.01,
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Diphoton decay properties of the Higgs boson in the RNS scenario. Panel (a) shows the ratio of the diphoton decay width in

RNS to the SM prediction as a function of tan f for different values of the unified scalar mass m. Panel (b) shows the dependence of the
normalized Higgs boson decay width into diphotons on the higgsino mass parameter u for different values of the unified gaugino mass

my /, in the RNS scenario.

leading to a partial cancellation. Finally, the sbottom and
stau contributions are below 10~ in the amplitude and can
be regarded as completely negligible. It should be empha-
sized that the increase of the partial decay width is mainly
driven by the Higgs-mass dependence appearing in the
overall kinematic prefactor, T'(h — yy) x M;| A, |*.
Between BP1 and BP3 the Higgs mass increases from
123.78 GeV to 127.72 GeV, producing an enhancement
of approximately 10% through the cubic dependence
on M,. By comparison, the squared amplitude increases
by about 3%.

Figure 5(a) shows the ratio of the &7 — yy decay width in
RNS to its SM prediction as a function of tan f3, for different
values of m defined in (1), with x = 100 GeV, m,;, =
1.5 TeV and m, = 1 TeV. We observe that the diphoton
decay width exhibits a mild dependence on tan f3, increas-
ing at low values and approaching a plateau for tan § = 20.
This behavior reflects the interplay between tan -depen-
dent Higgs couplings and the decoupling of heavy super-
partners entering the loop contributions. A more
pronounced effect is observed in the dependence on m,.
For low values of my ~ 2 TeV, the diphoton rate is slightly
suppressed relative to the SM prediction, while for larger
values m = 4 TeV, an enhancement is observed, reaching
up to ~8% for my = 8 TeV. This transition originates from
the interplay between heavy-stop radiative corrections and
stop mixing, which governs the Higgs-boson mass pre-
diction in the MSSM. The same interplay also affects the

stop contribution to the form factor Aﬁ), although its direct

impact on the total diphoton amplitude remains subdomi-
nant. The yellow curve, corresponding to the parameter
configuration that maximizes the 7 — Zy decay width, lies
in the region where the diphoton channel is also enhanced.
This indicates a positive correlation between both decay
modes, implying that an enhancement in 'z, is accom-
panied by a moderate increase in the diphoton decay width.
On the other hand, Fig. 5(b) shows the corresponding
dependence of the diphoton partial decay width on the
Higgsino mass p for several values of m,,. The vertical
dashed red line indicates the minimum allowed value of u
(u = 100 GeV) according to current collider constraints,
while the highlighted point corresponds to the RNS
parameter set for which I'z, reaches its maximum value
of 7.5 keV. The diphoton decay width exhibits only a weak
sensitivity to the p parameter. For the benchmark value
my, = 1.5 TeV, the variation of T is below about 0.4%
throughout the interval 100 GeV < pu <350 GeV.
Changing the unified gaugino mass over the range
500 GeV <m/, £2.5 TeV leads to small variations of
approximately 3%, while preserving an enhancement of
I'RNS with respect to the SM prediction.

In Fig. 6(a), we isolate the decay contribution to the
Higgs signal strength by introducing the normalized
branching ratio,

~ BR(h — XY)RNS _ Hxy
Hxy = = ) (21)
BR(h — XY)SM ORNS/Osm
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FIG. 6. Panel (a) shows the RNS branching ratio normalized to the SM prediction, fi,,, as a function of tan § for different values of the
unified scalar mass m. Panel (b) shows the total Higgs decay width in the RNS scenario as a function of tan f for different values of the
unified scalar mass mg. Only decays into SM-like particles are included in TRNS,

where uyy denotes the Higgs signal strength in the XY final
state. This definition explicitly removes the dependence on
the Higgs production cross section, allowing us to study
exclusively the effects of RNS radiative corrections on the
Higgs decay branching ratios. For the diphoton channel we
observe that i, is consistently below unity across the
explored parameter space, even in regions where T',, is
enhanced. This behavior is explained by the modification
of the total Higgs decay width in RNS, which increases
when tan f and m, increase, as can be shown in Fig. 6(b).
We have estimated [RNS using FeynHiggs 2.19.0 [50]. The
option FHDECCZERO=1 was enabled in FeynHiggs to set
numerically vanishing decay widths exactly to zero,
thereby avoiding spurious contributions from numerical
noise and mitigating the impact of numerical instabilities in
the computation of branching ratios. In this setup, the Higgs
boson decays only into SM-like particles; consequently,
SUSY effects enter exclusively through loop corrections,
resulting in a moderate variation of I'RNS in the range
4.0-4.6 MeV.

As aresult, the branching ratio into diphotons is reduced,
leading to a suppression of the reduced signal strength. This
effect becomes more pronounced at large tan 5, where fi,,
decreases monotonically. The yellow curve, corresponding
to the region that maximizes the 7 — Zy decay width, lies
within the same trend, indicating that an enhancement in
I';, is accompanied by a mild suppression of fi,,. The
predicted values of fi,, remain close to the SM expectation,
with f,, ~0.95-0.97. These values lie well within current

experimental measurements, which are at the level of fiy," ~
1.0 £ 0.1 [51,52], indicating that the RNS parameter region
that enhances the & — Zy decay preserves the agreement
with the precisely measured 7 — yy channel.

In addition to the diphoton channel, it is instructive to
analyze the Higgs decay into two gluons in the same region
of parameter space. Table III shows the main contributions
to [gg® for the benchmark points listed in Table I. The
numerical evaluation of the individual loop corrections
reveals a clear hierarchy among the contributions entering
the & — gg amplitude. In all three benchmark points, the
top-quark loop provides the dominant contribution, with a
nearly constant amplitude of approximately 1.38. The
bottom-quark contribution is smaller, with a magnitude
of about 7 x 107 and a non-negligible imaginary part
originating from the condition 7, < 1. Although this
contribution is roughly 20 times smaller than the top
amplitude, it interferes destructively with the real part of
the top loop and therefore cannot be neglected. Among the
SUSY particles, the light stop 7; is the only state that gives a
relevant correction to the amplitude. In the MSSM, the
Higgs-stop coupling g;; 7, contains a mixing term propor-
tional to sin(26;)A,/ m%l, which can be substantially
enhanced for sufficiently large values of the effective
mixing parameter A, together with nearly maximal stop
mixing (sin26; ~1). In this case, g;;; may become
comparable to or even larger than the Higgs-top coupling
Jnu» leading to sizeable SUSY corrections to the & — gg
decay amplitude [53]. However, the RNS benchmarks
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TABLE III.

Individual contributions to the 4 — gg decay amplitude for the three representative benchmark points

defined in Table I. The quantities listed correspond to the main contributions entering the one-loop form factor,

together with the resulting partial decay width.

Contribution BP1

BP2 BP3

Main SM-1like contributions

GniF1)2(7)) 1.3752 1.3766 1.3799
oo F1)2(7p) —0.0774 + 0.1029i —0.0732 + 0.0945i —0.0712 + 0.0918i
Main SUSY contributions
i, Fo(73,) —0.0126 —0.0131 —0.0062
9nii,Fo(tz,) 2.737 x 1073 1.391 x 1073 322 x 107
ghi,,glFo(Ti,,) —1.95 x 107* —1.18 x 107 —4.37 x 107
I, Fols,) —2.57 x 107° —8.84 x 10°° —4.30x 10°°
Total prediction
FgRé“S 0.2803 MeV 0.2924 MeV 0.3069 MeV

considered in this work exhibit a markedly different
behavior. Although the effective mixing parameter |A,]|
increases significantly from BP1 to BP3, the stop mixing
angle decreases simultaneously, while the stop masses
remain at the TeV scale. As a consequence, the enhance-
ment expected from larger values of |A,| is largely
compensated by the suppression associated with the
smaller factor sin26; and the heavier stop masses. The
dominant mixing contribution therefore remains moderate,
and the light-stop correction stays at the percent level
throughout the three benchmark points. This behavior

’ v
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g
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FIG. 7.

reflects the characteristic spectrum generated by the
RNS boundary conditions, which favor a region of the
MSSM parameter space where large stop mixing and
light stops do not occur simultaneously, preventing large
enhancements. Finally, the sbottom sector is found to be
subdominant in all benchmark points. Both b, and b,
contribute at the level of 107* — 107 to the total amplitude.
Overall, the total SUSY contribution modifies the SM-like
amplitude by about 2%, depending on the benchmark point
in the RNS scenario. It is worth noting that for BP2,
which predicts M;, ~ 125 GeV, the RNS partial width is
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(a) Ratio of the Higgs decay width into gluons in the RNS scenario to the SM prediction as a function of tan /8 for different

values of m. (b) Dependence of the normalized Higgs boson decay width into gluons on the Higgsino mass parameter y for different

values of the unified gaugino mass m, /, in the RNS scenario.
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IENS = 0.2924 MeV. Although the central value of the
RNS prediction corresponds to approximately 85% of the
SM prediction reported by the PDG for a Higgs boson of
the same mass, gy’ ~0.34 4 0.025 MeV, this fraction
varies between about 80% and 93% once the uncertainty
is taken into account. The relatively wide interval is derived
from the ~7.2% uncertainty in the predicted branching
ratio BR(h — gg), and the uncertainty in the total Higgs
width, which amounts to ~1.37%.

Additionally, Fig. 7(a) shows the ratio of the 4 — gg decay
width in RNS to the SM prediction as a function of tan /3 for
different values of m . The dependence on m, reflects the
enhanced sensitivity of 'y, to the squark loop corrections,
particularly from the stop sector, which is the dominant
SUSY contribution. Using the central PDG value as a
reference, we find that the partial width is systematically
suppressed, with TRNS /T5M ~ (0.78-0.88, implying a reduc-
tion of approximately 10%-20%. The purple solid line,
corresponding to the parameter configurations that maximize
the h — Zy decay width, exhibit a non-negligible deviation
from the SM prediction. In particular, at the point that
maximizes I'z,, the deviation in Iy, is at the level of
~10%, moderately larger than the ~5% deviations observed
in the diphoton channel. While such deviations seem to
introduce some tension with current experimental con-
straints, it is important to note that current uncertainties in
the branching ratio BR(h — gg), as well as in the hgg
effective coupling, still allow for O(10%) deviations
[33,54]. Nevertheless, these results highlight a trade-off in
the parameter space, regions that maximize the 7 — Zy
decay may induce sizable deviations in other Higgs observ-
ables, providing complementary probes of the RNS scenario.

Figure 7(b) shows the ratio TRNS /T'SM as a function of
the Higgsino mass p for different values of the unified
gaugino mass m ;. The vertical dashed red line indicates
again the reference value ¢ = 100 GeV, while the high-
lighted point corresponds to the benchmark scenario where
', is maximized. The figure shows that the gluonic partial
width exhibits only a mild dependence on u. For the value
my;; = 1.5 TeV, the variation of TRNS remains below
approximately 0.2% over the phenomenologically relevant
interval 100 < pu <350 GeV. Varying m;,;, between
500 GeV and 2.5 TeV produces a somewhat larger but
still moderate shift of about 2%. These results indicate that
the suppression of the gluonic decay width predicted in the
RNS scenario is stable against variations of both x and m, /,
within the considered parameter space.

In Fig. 8, we present a global view of jiyy for all loop-
induced Higgs decay channels in the RNS scenario. The
bands reflect the variation of the parameter m, in the range
2 TeV < my < 8 TeV, while tan f is varied between 8 and
51 for my = 1.5 TeV and y = 100 GeV. It is important to
note that the gluon channel (purple curve) can exhibit sizable
suppressions, with fi,, =~ 0.8, corresponding to deviations of
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FIG. 8. RNS branching ratios normalized to the SM predictions

of the loop-induced Higgs decay channels 7 — Zy (red band),
h — yy (yellow band), and h — gg (purple band) in the RNS
scenario as functions of tan g for different values of my.

order 20% relative to the SM prediction. However, the
effective Higgs-gluon-gluon coupling governs not only the
decay h — gg, but also the dominant Higgs production
mechanism through gluon fusion. Consequently, a direct
comparison with the experimentally measured Higgs signal
strengths requires the corresponding modifications to the
Higgs production cross sections to be taken into account,
which lies beyond the scope of this work. Nevertheless, the
predicted branching-ratio modifications provide a useful
characterization of the dependence of the gluon channel
on m and tan /3, while allowing a direct comparison with the
behavior of the other loop-induced Higgs decay modes.

A common feature of the yy, Zy, and gg channels is their
weak dependence on tan f 2 20. In contrast, this channels
exhibit a more pronounced dependence at low tan § < 20,
indicating that radiative corrections included in the form

factors Aile)vz have a strong dependence on tanf in this
regime. The width of each band reflects the dependence on
the scalar mass parameter m,. In particular, the Zy channel
displays the largest spread, with fi, varying approximately
from 0.85 to 1.05, corresponding to enhancements of up to
about 20% relative to the SM expectation. By contrast, the
gluon channel remains systematically suppressed, with fi,,
changing only slightly from about 0.78 to 0.82, corre-
sponding to a variation of roughly 5% within the scan,
while staying about 18%-22% below the SM prediction.
The diphoton channel shows an even weaker dependence
on my, with fi,, lying in the narrow interval ~0.95-0.97,
corresponding to only a 2% variation across the scan and
deviations of at most 3%-5% from the SM value. Overall,
Fig. 8 highlights the complementary behavior of the Higgs
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decays into gauge bosons within the RNS framework.
While the i — Zy decay can be significantly enhanced, the
diphoton channel remains consistent with current exper-
imental constraints. The gluon channel, on the other hand,
provides a particularly sensitive probe of SUSY effects.

V. CONCLUSIONS

In this work, we have studied the loop-induced Higgs
decay channels & — Zy, h — yy, and h — gg within the
framework of radiative natural supersymmetry. As a first
step, we reproduced the one-loop MSSM predictions for the
corresponding partial decay widths, obtaining a consistent
analytical and numerical description of these processes in the
RNS scenario. This allowed us to perform a dedicated scan of
the parameter region where the rare decay h — Zy is
maximized. Our analysis shows that the 7 — Zy channel
receives a significant enhancement in RNS. In the preferred
region of parameter space, the decay width reaches a
maximum value of approximately 7.5 keV, compared with
the SM prediction I3)! = 6.19 + 0.15 keV, corresponding
to an increase of about 20%. This prediction remains
compatible with the latest combined ATLAS result, although
the present experimental uncertainty is still too large to
discriminate between the SM and the RNS scenario. We also
examined the impact of the same parameter region on the
other loop-induced Higgs decays. The diphoton channel
remains remarkably stable, with a branching ratio normalized
to the SM prediction in the range fi,, ~0.95-0.97, corre-
sponding to deviations below 5% from the SM expectation.
This result is particularly relevant, since the 7 — yy mode is
one of the most precisely measured Higgs channels at the
LHC, and therefore provides a stringent consistency test of
the scenario. The h — gg channel exhibits a stronger
sensitivity to the SUSY corrections present in the selected
RNS parameter region. We find a suppression of the partial
decay width by about 10% relative to the SM prediction,
leading to a normalized branching ratio of approximately
figg = 0.8. This behavior indicates that the effective Higgs-
gluon-gluon coupling can provide an additional indirect
probe of SUSY effects, a fully consistent phenomenological
treatment requires the inclusion of modified gluon-fusion
production rates. The dependence of the observables on the
parameters m, and tan f# reveals characteristic correlations
among the three loop-induced channels. In particular, the Zy
mode shows the strongest sensitivity to variations in ),
while the diphoton channel exhibits only negligible changes
throughout the scanned m, range. At large tanff, most
observables tend to stabilize, whereas larger variations
may appear in the low-tan §§ region. In summary, our results
show that RNS can enhance the rare decay &7 — Zy while
preserving consistency with current constraints from the
h — yy channel and inducing testable deviations in the
h — gg decay width. Future precision measurements of
the i — Zy decay width at the HL-LHC and future Higgs
factories will therefore play an important role in probing this
SUSY scenario.
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APPENDIX: HIGGS COUPLINGS IN THE MSSM

In this appendix we summarize the structure of the
relevant Higgs couplings entering the decay amplitudes.
These couplings depend on the Higgs mixing angles a and
p, the weak isospin T3, the electric charge Q;, as well as on
SUSY parameters such as the Higgsino mass g, the trilinear
soft breaking parameter Ay, and the sfermion mixing
matrices. The reduced couplings of the light CP-even
Higgs boson to fermions are given by

cosa
=— Al
Ghuu Sil’lﬁ ’ ( )
sina
- — . A2
9ndd cos f (A2)

The reduced Higgs-sfermion couplings in the sfermion
mass basis are given by

M .
I g, =~ m—ZZKV cos(2) (I} cos> 07 — Qsiy cos 267)
fi
m* 1 m A
f ; ff
_Kfm—%—l-is1n2¢9f mg S (A3)
fi fi
M3 .
Inafs = T3 KV cos(2) (I} sin® 07 + Qsy cos 2607)
fa
m: 1 m A
f ; f2f
—Kfm—%—551n29]~c > (A4)
2 J2
where Af = Afo - ﬂ](} and
cosa sin
e’ =—-——, A5
Ky sin/)’ Ky Cosﬁ ( )
K, = cot f3, K/, = tan 3, (A6)
Ky = sin(f — a). (A7)
The Higgs couplings to charginos are given by
V2M ,
gWﬁ]:____EUMUﬂmna—VﬂUﬂmm@, (AB)

m 7
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where U and V are the chargino mixing matrices.
The Higgs couplings to electroweak W bosons take the
form

Gnww = sin(f — a). (A9)

The reduced couplings of the Z boson entering the 7 — Zy
decay amplitude are given by

gzww = Cw, (AlO)
T4 — 2QfS
9zfr = 3 o L7, (A11)

1 1
9207 = 5 <Vi1Vj1 + EviZij =58 + Un Uy
1
T3 UnUsp = 5ijs%v>7 (A12)
1 -~ -
— S pf pf
9277, = & (TR, R}, — Opsyydiy),  (AL3)

where R/ is the sfermion mixing matrix. The full expres-
sions for these couplings, including all mixing effects and
sign conventions, are implemented in detail in FeynArts and
can be obtained directly from the MSSM model files.
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