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We consider the transition rate of a static Unruh-DeWitt detector in two (2þ 1)-dimensional black hole
spacetimes that are isometric to the static Bañados-Teitelboim-Zanelli black hole outside the horizon but
have no asymptotically locally anti–de Sitter exterior behind the horizon. The spacetimes are theRP2 geon,
with spatial topology RP2nfpoint at infinityg, and the Swedish geon of Åminneborg et al., with spatial
topology T2nfpoint at infinityg. For a conformal scalar field, prepared in the Hartle-Hawking-type state
that is induced from the global vacuum on the anti–de Sitter covering space, we show numerically that the
detector’s transition rate distinguishes the two spacetimes, particularly at late exterior times, and we trace
this phenomenon to the differences in the isometries that are broken by the quotient construction from the
universal covering space. Our results provide an example in which information about the interior topology
of a black hole is accessible to a quantum observer outside the black hole.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Black holes are among the most fascinating objects in
nature, in large part because they cloak certain regions of
space and time from all distant observers. While black
holes created in a gravitational collapse are not time
symmetric, their eternal counterparts contain both a future
horizon and past horizon, and continuing the spacetime
analytically past these horizons reveals new structure, a
prime example of which is the second asymptotically flat
region in the Kruskal(-Szekeres-Fronsdal) [1–3] extension
of positive mass Schwarzschild spacetime. The structure
past the horizon has a pivotal role in recognizing Hawking
temperature as the distinguished temperature for quantum
fields in thermal equilibrium with the black hole [4,5], and
it provides the cornerstone to the view of black hole entropy
as a fundamentally quantum-gravitational concept [6].
What lies beyond the black hole horizon is, by definition,

inaccessible to classical observers outside the horizon.
However, in an eternal black hole spacetime, with both a
future horizon and a past horizon, states of quantum fields

that are regular on the extended spacetime are constrained by
the spacetime structure behind the horizons. For such states, it
is therefore possible for a local quantum observer to dis-
tinguishwhat lies behind the horizon by probing the state of a
quantum field outside the horizon [7–12]. In this paper we
address this phenomenon for a class of black hole spacetimes
known as topological geons [13], in which there is no second
asymptotic region behind the horizon [11,14,15].
The geon black hole spacetimes that we consider are

(2þ 1)-dimensional eternal black holes, which are solutions
to Einstein’s equations with a negative cosmological con-
stant, and have an exterior region that is isometric to that of
the spinless nonextremal Bañados-Teitelboim-Zanelli
(BTZ) black hole [16,17].We consider two families, both
obtained as a quotient of an open set in (2þ 1)-dimensional
anti–de Sitter spacetime (AdS3) by a discrete group of
isometries. One family is the RP2 geon [8], which is a Z2

quotient of the BTZ black hole and has spatial topology
RP2nfpoint at infinityg. The other is the “Swedish geon”
of Åminneborg et al. [18], which has spatial topology
T2nfpoint at infinityg. In both of these spacetimes, the
exterior Killing vector that generates exterior BTZ time
translations does not extend to a Killing vector on the full
spacetime. The state that a quantum field inherits from the
global vacuum on AdS3 is hence not static in the exterior
region [8,9], in contrast to the Hartle-Hawking-type state
inherited by theBTZ spacetime [19,20], and this nonstaticity
bears an imprint of the spacetime structure behind the
horizon. We shall analyze how a local quantum observer
outside the horizon can access this imprint.
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We consider a massless conformal scalar field. We model
a local quantum observer by an Unruh-DeWitt (UDW)
detector [21,22], a pointlike two-level system that is
linearly coupled to the field, and we work to linear order
in the coupling. We compute the detector’s transition rate
on a trajectory that is static in the exterior geometry: the
time dependence in this transition rate is then precisely due
to the geonlike spacetime structure behind the horizon.
For both the RP2 geon and the Swedish geon, our

numerical results show that the transition rate in the
asymptotic past reduces to that on the BTZ hole.
Assuming the detector to be switched on in the asymptotic
past, the late time behavior, however, differs for the two
spacetimes. The late time transition rate in the Swedish geon
asymptotes to that in the BTZ hole. The late time transition
rate in the RP2 geon, by contrast, asymptotes to a different
constant for a gapless detector, and it displays persisting
oscillations for a detector with a nonvanishing gap; the latter
property is consistent with what was previously found for
the RP2 geon [12], and with what happens for uniformly
accelerated detectors in flat spacetimes with a similar
structure behind theRindler horizon [23,24]. This difference
between the late time transition rates is a dramatic demon-
stration of how the detector in the exterior can distinguish
different spacetime topologies behind the horizon.
As a side product, we give explicit formulas for the

isometries by which the Swedish geon is quotiented from
AdS3, in a representation in which the exterior region takes
a standard form, and we display a fundamental domain for
the spacelike hypersurface of time symmetry. This repre-
sentation of the isometries can be employed to investigate
other properties of the quantum state that the Swedish geon
inherits from the global vacuum on AdS3, such as the
stress-energy tensor.
Our paper is organized as follows. Section II gives a brief

review of an UDW detector coupled to a scalar field,
writing down the transition rate of a detector that is
switched on and off sharply. Section III presents the static
BTZ black hole, the RP2 geon and the Swedish geon as
quotients of subsets of AdS3, deferring technicalities to
three appendices. Section IV gives the image sum con-
structions for the static detector’s transition rate on these
spacetimes, for a conformal scalar field in the state induced
from the global vacuum on AdS3. Numerical results for the
detector’s transition rate are presented in Sec. V. Section VI
gives the conclusions and a brief discussion.

II. UNRUH-DEWITT DETECTOR

We probe the quantum field by an Unruh-DeWitt (UDW)
detector, which is a pointlike quantum system that has two
states: a state j0iD with energy 0, and a state j1iD with
energy Ω, where Ω is a real-valued parameter. For Ω > 0,
j0iD is the ground state and j1iD is the excited state; for
Ω < 0, the roles of j0iD and j1iD are reversed.

The detector follows a spacetime trajectory xDðτÞ, which
we parametrize by its proper time τ, and it is coupled to a
real scalar field ϕðxÞ through the interaction Hamiltonian

HIðτÞ ¼ λχðτÞμðτÞ ⊗ ϕ½xDðτÞ�; ð1Þ

where λ is a coupling constant, χðτÞ is a switching function
that determines how the interaction is turned on and off, and
μðτÞ is the detector’s monopole moment operator, given by

μðτÞ ¼ eiΩτσþ þ e−iΩτσ−; ð2Þ

where σþ ¼ j1iDh0jD and σ− ¼ j0iDh1jD are the respective
raising and lowering ladder operators. The detector’s
Hilbert space is C2.
Before the interaction is turned on, we prepare the

detector in the state j0iD and the field ϕ in the state that
we denote here by j0i and specify individually in the
applications in the later sections. Working in first-order
perturbation theory, the probability to find the detector in
the state j1iD after the interaction has ceased, regardless the
final state of the field, is [25,26]

PðΩÞ ¼ λ2F ðΩÞ; ð3Þ

where the response function F ðΩÞ is given by

F ðΩÞ ¼
Z

dτdτ0χðτÞχðτ0Þe−iΩðτ−τ0ÞWðτ; τ0Þ; ð4Þ

and Wðτ; τ0Þ ¼ h0jϕðxDðτÞÞ;ϕðxDðτ0ÞÞj0i is the pull-back
of the field’s Wightman function to the detector’s
worldline.
We take χ to be the characteristic function of an interval

of time, as the response function remains well defined in
this limit in 2þ 1 spacetime dimensions despite the
discontinuities at the switch-on and switch-off moments.
We further consider not the response function itself but its
derivative with respect to the switch-off moment, denoted
by Ḟ, which has an interpretation as (a multiple of) the
detector’s transition rate, operationally measurable using
ensembles of detectors [24,26,27]. For a detector switched
on at time τ0 and off at time τ, the transition rate is given
by [28]

Ḟ ðΩÞ ¼ 1

4
þ 2

Z
Δτ

0

dsRe½e−iΩsWðτ; τ − sÞ�; ð5Þ

where Δτ ¼ τ − τ0. If the detector is switched on in the
asymptotic past, τ0 → −∞, the transition rate (5) becomes

Ḟ ðΩÞ ¼ 1

4
þ 2

Z
∞

0

dsRe½e−iΩsWðτ; τ − sÞ�: ð6Þ

Note that whileWðτ; τ0Þ has a distributional singularity at
τ ¼ τ0, the integrals in (5) and (6) do not have distributional
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contributions from s ¼ 0. This is because the singularity in
Wðτ; τ0Þ is that of

−i
4πðτ − τ0 − iϵÞ⟶ϵ→0þ

−i
4π

P

�
1

τ − τ0

�
þ 1

4
δðτ − τ0Þ; ð7Þ

where P stands for the Cauchy principal value: the term 1
4

in (5) and (6) has come from the Dirac delta in (7), and the
integrals in (5) and (6) are nonsingular at s ¼ 0 on taking
the real part.

III. QUOTIENTS OF AdS3

In this section we describe three black hole spacetimes
that are quotients of an open subset in AdS3.

A. AdS3

Recall that AdS3 may be defined as the hyperboloid

X2
1 þ X2

2 − T2
1 − T2

2 ¼ −l2 ð8Þ

in R2;2 with the metric

ds2 ¼ dX2
1 þ dX2

2 − dT2
1 − dT2

2; ð9Þ

where l is a positive constant of dimension length. This
spacetime is a solution to Einstein’s equations with the
cosmological constant Λ ¼ −l2 [20].
It is useful to introduce two local coordinate systems on

open subsets of AdS3 as follows.
First, in the subset B1, defined as T1 > jX1j, we

introduce the coordinates ðU;V;ϕÞ by

T1 ¼ l
�
1 −UV
1þ UV

�
coshð

ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
ϕÞ;

X1 ¼ l
�
1 −UV
1þ UV

�
sinhð

ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
ϕÞ;

T2 ¼ l
�
V þ U
1þ UV

�
;

X2 ¼ l
�

V −U
1þ UV

�
; ð10Þ

where −1 < UV < 1, −∞ < ϕ < ∞, and M is a positive
parameter. The metric takes the form

ds2 ¼ −
4l2

ð1þ UVÞ2 dUdV þ r2h

�
1 −UV
1þ UV

�
2

dϕ2: ð11Þ

Second, in the subset of B1 where U < 0 and V > 0, we
introduce the coordinates ðt; r;ϕÞ, where

r
rh

¼ 1 −UV
1þ UV

;

rht
l2

¼ 1

2
ln

�
−
V
U

�
; ð12Þ

where rh ¼ l
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
, so that rh < r < ∞ and −∞ < ϕ < ∞.

In terms of the embedding space coordinates, this means

X1 ¼ l
r
rh

sinh

�
rh
l
ϕ

�
;

X2 ¼ l

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
r2

r2h
− 1

s
cosh

�
rh
l2

t

�
;

T1 ¼ l
r
rh

cosh

�
rh
l
ϕ

�
;

T2 ¼ l

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
r2

r2h
− 1

s
sinh

�
rh
l2

t

�
; ð13Þ

and the metric reads

ds2 ¼ −
�
r2 − r2h

l2

�
dt2 þ

�
r2 − r2h

l2

�
−1
dr2 þ r2dϕ2: ð14Þ

We refer to (14) as the AdS-Rindler metric [29].

B. BTZ black hole

The spinless BTZ spacetime is obtained from B1

with the metric (11) by the identification ðU;V;ϕÞ∼
ðU;V;ϕþ 2πÞ. This spacetime is an eternal black-and-
white-hole spacetime, with a bifurcate Killing horizon at
jUj ¼ jVj, and ðU;V;ϕÞ are Kruskal-type coordinates
[16,17,20]. The mass of the black hole is M.
We may write the spacetime as the quotient space

MBTZ ¼ B1=Z; ð15Þ

where Z ≃ fΓn∶ n∈Zg with

Γ∶ðU;V;ϕÞ ↦ ðU;V;ϕþ 2πÞ: ð16Þ

The quadrant where U < 0 and V > 0, covered by
the coordinates ðt; r;ϕÞ with the identification ðt; r;ϕÞ∼
ðt; r;ϕþ 2πÞ, is an exterior region. The metric is given
by (14), and the horizon is at r → rh.

C. RP2 geon

The RP2 geon [8] is the quotient of the BTZ spacetime
by the isometry group fe; Jg ≃ Z2, where e is the identity
and

J∶ðU;V;ϕÞ ↦ ðV;U;ϕþ πÞ: ð17Þ
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We may write

MRP2 ¼ MBTZ=Z2: ð18Þ

This spacetime is an eternal black and white hole spacetime
with just a single exterior region, in which the metric is as
in (14). While the exterior is static, with the timelike Killing
vector ∂t, this Killing vector does not extend to all of the
geon spacetime, and the geometry behind the horizons
hence makes the t ¼ 0 hypersurface a distinguished hyper-
surface of time symmetry [8,12,29].

D. Swedish geon

The Swedish geon [18] is a single-exterior black-and-
white hole quotient of an open region in AdS3, with the
exterior metric given by the BTZ exterior (14), but with
behind-the-horizon identifications that give the spacetime
the spatial topology of a punctured torus, the puncture
being at the AdS infinity, r → ∞ in (14). We review the
construction of this spacetime in the three appendices,
showing that the spacetime is a quotient of a subset of AdS3
by the free group generated by theOð2; 2Þmatrices A and B
given by

A ¼

0BBBBBBB@

1 0 0 0

0
coshð6zÞþ2 coshð4zÞþcoshð2zÞ

4sinh2ðzÞ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞ

p
coshð4zÞ

sinh2ðzÞ sinhð4zÞ

0 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞ

p
sinh2ðzÞ −coth2ðzÞ 0

0 − coshð5zÞþ3 coshð3zÞþ4 coshðzÞ
2 sinhðzÞ −4½coshð2zÞ�3=2 cothðzÞ − coshð4zÞ

1CCCCCCCA
; ð19aÞ

B ¼

0BBBBBBB@

1 0 0 0

0
coshð4zÞþcoshð2zÞ

2sinh2ðzÞ
½coshð2zÞ�3=2
sinh2ðzÞ

coshð3zÞþcoshðzÞ
sinhðzÞ

0 − ½coshð2zÞ�3=2
sinh2ðzÞ −coth2ðzÞ −2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞp

cothðzÞ
0

coshð3zÞþcoshðzÞ
sinhðzÞ 2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞp

cothðzÞ 2 coshð2zÞ þ 1

1CCCCCCCA
; ð19bÞ

acting by matrix multiplication on the column vectors

0BBBB@
T2

T1

X2

X1

1CCCCA; ð20Þ

where z ¼ 1
4
π
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
. (We have dropped in (19) the under-

tildes by which these matrices are denoted in (A14) in
Appendix A.) The exterior region is again covered by the
coordinates ðt; r;ϕÞ (13), so that M is the black hole mass.
The isometry ðt; r;ϕÞ ↦ ðt; r;ϕþ 2πÞ is generated by the
matrix BAB−1A−1.

IV. TRANSITION RATE COMPARISONS

In this section we present the image sum expressions for
the detector’s transition rate on the BTZ black hole, theRP2

geon and the Swedish geon, in the state induced from the
AdS3 global vacuum.

A. Preamble: Choice of the state

To begin, recall that Fock quantization of a real Klein-
Gordon field relies on a decomposition of the complexified
classical solution space into a positive Klein-Gordon norm
subspace and a negative Klein-Gordon norm subspace. In
Minkowski spacetime, choosing the positive norm sub-
space to be the positive frequency subspace with respect to
Minkowski time translations results in the standard
Minkowski Fock vacuum as the ground state of the theory,
and this vacuum is physically interpreted as the no-particle
state for all inertial observers [30].
In curved spacetime, by contrast, there is no general

criterion for choosing the positive norm subspace. In curved
spacetimes with symmetries or asymptotic symmetries,
however, the symmetries may offer a criterion for this
choice, reflecting a choice of physical input. An example
is de Sitter space, where de Sitter invariance combined with
technical regularity properties singles out the Fock vacuum
known as the Euclidean, Chernikov-Tagirov or Bunch-
Davies vacuum [31–33], which has a physical interpretation
as a thermal state for inertial observers [34]. Another
example is an expanding cosmology with an early time
asymptotically de Sitter era, where the asymptotic early time
symmetries single out a Bunch-Davies state [35].
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An example closer to the spacetimes considered in the
present paper is the Schwarzschild black hole spacetime. In
the exterior region, Schwarzschild time translations single
out the state known as the Boulware state [36], which is
close to the Minkowski vacuum at asymptotically flat
infinity, but is singular on approaching the black and white
hole horizons. On the Kruskal extension of Schwarzschild,
translations along the horizon generator affine parameters
single out the state known as the Hartle-Hawking or Hartle-
Hawking-Israel state [4,5], which describes physically a
Hawking-radiating black hole in thermal equilibrium with a
heat bath at infinity, and is the unique regular state that is
invariant under all the continuous isometries [37]. A third
state of interest is the Unruh state [21], defined on the union
of an exterior region, the black hole region, and the black
hole horizon joining the two: this state is defined in terms of
positive frequency with respect to Minkowski time trans-
lations at the past infinity and with respect to the future
horizon generator on the future horizon, and it describes
physically a Hawking-radiating black hole with no infalling
radiation from the past infinity, but it is singular on the past
horizon.
On the spinless BTZ black hole spacetime, a new feature

compared with Schwarzschild is that the asymptotically
AdS infinity requires a boundary condition to make the
theory unitary [38]. Physically, the effect of asymptotically
AdS infinity on wave propagation is similar to that of a
boundary at a finite distance, and the boundary condition
means specifying the phase shift for waves that are reflected
back from infinity. The boundary condition therefore does
not allow the field to be decomposed into “incoming” and
“outgoing” parts near infinity, and this prevents the con-
struction of a time-asymmetric state similar to the Unruh
state on Schwarzschild. A Boulware-type state in the BTZ
black hole exterior can be readily defined, using the
boundary condition at infinity and the notion of positive
frequency with respect to the exterior Killing time trans-
lations, but this state is singular on the future and past
horizons, like the Boulware state on exterior Schwarzschild.
The state we consider on the spinless BTZ black hole

spacetime is the state induced from the AdS3 global
vacuum by the Z quotient described in Sec. III B [39].
We may refer to this state as a Hartle-Hawking type state: it
is regular over all of the BTZ spacetime, it is invariant under
the continuous isometries of the spacetime, and it describes
physically a Hawking-radiating black hole in thermal
equilibrium with a heat bath at asymptotic infinity. We
emphasize that this state knows not just about the geometry
in a single exterior region: it knows about the full global
structure that the spacetime has behind the black and white
hole horizons. Detectors interacting with this state have
been considered in [28,40].
On the RP2 geon and the Swedish geon, we follow the

example of the BTZ spacetime and consider the state
induced from the AdS3 global vacuum by the quotients

described in Secs. III C and III D. In each case, the state is
regular on all of the spacetime, including the horizons, and
the state knows about the full global spacetime structure,
including that behind the horizons. What is new is that the
restriction of the state to the exterior region is not invariant
under the exterior Killing time translations, because the
quotienting group contains elements that do not commute
with these translations. Detectors interacting with this state
on the RP2 geon have been considered in [12,29,41]. We
shall consider a detector interacting with this state on the
Swedish geon, and compare with detectors on the BTZ
spacetime and on the RP2 geon.

B. Image sum in the state induced
from the AdS3 global vacuum

On each of the three quotients of an open region in AdS3,
we now consider the state induced from the AdS3 global
vacuum, as described above.
We denote byG the discrete group by which the quotient

is taken. The Wightman function on the quotient spacetime
is then given by the method-of-images sum

WAdS3=Gðx; x0Þ ¼
X
g∈G

WAdS3ðx; gx0Þ; ð21Þ

where WAdS3 is the Wightman function on AdS3.
The global vacuum Wightman function for a massless

conformally coupled scalar field in AdS3 takes the
form [20,29]

WAdS3ðx;x0Þ ¼
1

4π
ffiffiffi
2

p
l

 
1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

σðx;x0Þp −
ζffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

σðx;x0Þþ2
p !

;

ð22Þ

where σðx; x0Þ is 1=ð2l2Þ times the square of the geodesic
distance between the spacetime points x and x0 in the
embedding space R2;2,

σðx; x0Þ ¼ 1

2l2
½ðX1 − X0

1Þ2 − ðT1 − T 0
1Þ2

þ ðX2 − X0
2Þ2 − ðT2 − T 0

2Þ2�; ð23Þ

and the parameter ζ∈ f−1; 0; 1g specifies the boundary
condition at the asymptotically AdS infinity. ζ ¼ 1 and
ζ ¼ −1 are respectively the Dirichlet and Neumann boun-
dary conditions, each of which determines a quantum
theory with unitary evolution. ζ ¼ 0 is the transparent
boundary condition, with no reflection from the infinity,
and a less clear physical interpretation [38].
In all three spacetimes, we consider a UDW detector on

the static exterior worldline that is given in the BTZ exterior
coordinates (14) by
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ðt; r;ϕÞ ¼
�

lffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
R2 − r2h

p τ; R; 0

�
; ð24Þ

where R > rh is the detector’s radial coordinate and τ is the
detector’s proper time. Taking the detector to be switched
on in the asymptotic past, the detector’s transition rate
may then be obtained by inserting the trajectory (24) in (6)
with (21) and (22).
We consider the three spacetimes in turn.

C. BTZ

On the BTZ spacetime, we have

WBTZðx; x0Þ ¼
X∞
n¼−∞

WAdS3ðx;Γnx0Þ; ð25Þ

where Γ is given in (16). In the exterior, in the coordinates
(13), the action of Γ reads

Γ∶ðt; r;ϕÞ ↦ ðt; r;ϕþ 2πÞ: ð26Þ
It follows that [28]

ḞBTZðΩÞ ¼
e−lβΩ=2

2π

X∞
n¼−∞

Z
∞

0

dy cosðylβΩ=2Þ

×

 
1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

Kn þ cosh2y
p −

ζffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
Qn þ cosh2y

p !
; ð27Þ

where

Kn ≔
R2

R2 − r2h
sinh2

�
nπ

rh
l

�
;

Qn ≔ Kn þ
r2h

R2 − r2h
;

β ≔ 2π

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
R2 − r2h

p
rh

: ð28Þ

Note that the transition rate has no dependence on the
switch-off moment τ. This is because the isometry Γ (16)
commutes with translations along the trajectory (24).

D. RP2 geon

On the RP2 geon, we have

WRP2ðx; x0Þ ¼ WBTZðx; x0Þ þWBTZðx; Jx0Þ; ð29Þ

where J is given in (17). It follows that

ḞRP2ðΩÞ ¼ ḞBTZðΩÞ þ ΔḞRP2ðΩ; τÞ; ð30Þ

where the additional contribution due to the geon identi-
fication may be written as [12]

ΔḞRP2ðΩ; τÞ ¼
1

2π

X∞
n¼−∞

Z
∞

0

dy cosðylβΩ=2Þ

×

264 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
K̄n þ cosh2ðy − πτ

βlÞ
q

−
ζffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

Q̄n þ cosh2ðy − πτ
βlÞ

q
375 ð31Þ

where

K̄n ≔
R2

R2 − r2h
sinh2

��
nþ 1

2

�
π
rh
l

�
;

Q̄n ≔ Kn þ
r2h

R2 − r2h
: ð32Þ

Note that the transition rate now depends on the switch-off
moment τ. If the detector is switched off in the distant past,
τ → −∞, the geon correction term ΔḞRP2 (31) is small,
and the response is nearly identical to that in BTZ
spacetime. However, ΔḞRP2 becomes significant near
τ ¼ 0, and it stays significant as τ → ∞. This is because
the isometry J (17) does not commute with translations
along the trajectory (24): among all constant t surfaces in
the geon’s exterior, the surface t ¼ 0 is the only one that
extends to a smooth geodesically complete surface in the
geon spacetime [8].

E. Swedish geon

Since the matrices A and B (19) are a pair of free
generators for the fundamental group of the Swedish geon,
the Swedish geon Wightman function takes the form (21),
where each g is a unique string in A and B and their
inverses, such that A and A−1 may not appear next to each
other and B and B−1 may not appear next to each other, but
subject to no other conditions. For g with exactly N ≥ 1

generators in the string, there are 4 · 3N−1 terms in the sum,
in addition to the pure AdS3 term WAdS3ðx; x0Þ; for g with
up to K ≥ 1 generators in the string, there are

XK
N¼1

4 · 3N−1 ¼ 2ð3K − 1Þ ð33Þ

terms in addition to the pure AdS3 term.
The detector’s transition rate is now obtained from (6)

with (24), (21), and (22).
In numerical evaluation, we group the terms in the sum

by the number of generators in the string, and we truncate
the sum at a finite number K of generators, monitoring the
accuracy of the truncation by increasing K. As terms with a
large number of generators are suppressed by successive
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factors that are negative exponentials in
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
, accurate

evaluation requires fewer terms for larger values of M.

V. RESULTS

Figure 1 shows numerical results for the detector’s
transition rate as a function of the switch-off moment on
AdS3, the BTZ black hole, the RP2 geon, and the Swedish
geon. The detector is switched on in the asymptotic past
and the detector’s gap is set to zero. We have setM ¼ 7, so

that rh ¼
ffiffiffi
7

p
l, and the detector is placed at R ¼ 5ffiffi

7
p rh. The

three panels show the boundary condition at infinity being
respectively Neumann, Dirichlet, and transparent.
On AdS3 and on the BTZ hole, the transition rate is

independent of the switch-off moment, by the time trans-
lation symmetry of the global vacuum on AdS, and by the
corresponding time translation symmetry inherited by the
Hartle-Hawking state on the BTZ black hole. This inde-
pendence is clear in all three panels in Fig. 1. With the
parameters chosen, the transition rates on AdS3 and the
BTZ hole are so close that they are indistinguishable by
the naked eye. On the RP2 geon, the transition rate in the
asymptotic past agrees with that for the BTZ black hole, but
in the asymptotic future it differs: this phenomenon was
previously noticed in [12], and traced to the fact that the
Hartle-Hawking-type state on the RP2 geon exterior is not
invariant under the exterior Killing time translations, and to
the way in which the late time additional contributions arise
from the detector having operated in the distant past.
Related observations in flat spacetimes with similar iso-
metries were made in [23,24].
Now, for the Swedish geon, Fig. 1 shows that the

transition rate agrees with that for the BTZ black hole
both in the asymptotic past and in the asymptotic future, but
it displays a distinct bump at intermediate times. The
behavior seen in the asymptotic past is as expected,
stemming from the lack of exterior time translation sym-
metry of the Hartle-Hawking type state induced from the
global vacuum. The behavior seen in the asymptotic future
is numerical evidence that the Swedish geon correlations
between the asymptotic future and asymptotic past are
significantly more involved than those on theRP2 geon. An
analytic explanation of this phenomenon and the under-
lying correlations would require a deeper geometric study
of the discrete group action by which the Swedish geon is
quotiented from AdS3.
For a detector with a nonzero gap, a plot for lβΩ ¼ 5

and the Neumann boundary condition is shown in Fig. 2.
The graph shows that the transition rate on the RP2 geon

FIG. 1. The transition rate of a gapless detector, switched on in
the asymptotic past, as a function of the switch-off moment, for
AdS3, the BTZ black hole, the RP2 geon, and the Swedish geon.
The parameters are rh=l ¼ ffiffiffi

7
p

and R2=r2h ¼ 25
7
. Panels (a), (b),

and (c) are for the Neumann (ζ ¼ −1), Dirichlet (ζ ¼ 1), and
transparent (ζ ¼ 0) boundary condition, respectively. The tran-
sition rates on AdS3 and the BTZ black hole so close that they are
indistinguishable by the naked eye.

FIG. 2. As in Fig. 1(a) but with lβΩ ¼ 5, giving the excitation
rate of a detector with a nonzero gap. The transition rates on AdS3
and the BTZ black hole are again so close that they are
indistinguishable by the naked eye.
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and the Swedish geon display more oscillations as a
function of the switch-off moment. For the RP2 geon these
oscillations continue to asymptotically late times, as noted
in [12], but on the Swedish geon we see the late time
transition rate again asymptotically approaches the sta-
tionary BTZ value.
Figure 3 is as in Figs. 1(a) and 2 but with a smaller black

hole. The qualitative features are similar, but the bumps in
the Swedish geon transition rate are now noticeably larger.
The AdS3 transition rate and the BTZ black hole transition
rate are now distinguishable by eye in Fig. 3.
Regarding numerical accuracy, the more massive

Swedish geon plots include contributions from image terms
with up to K ¼ 5 generators in the strings that define the
group elements. We checked that the results did not change
visibly on taking K ¼ 6. We also made additional spot
checks at late times with K ¼ 8, involving a total of 13,120
image terms. While we found this to be sufficient for the
more massive black hole mass M ¼ 7 used in the plots,
numerical accuracy for smaller values of M would require
more image terms. The less massive (M ¼ 3) Swedish geon
plots include contributions from image terms with up to
K ¼ 8 generators, for sufficient accuracy.

VI. CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSION

We have considered the transition rate of a static UDW
detector in two (2þ 1)-dimensional black hole spacetimes
that are isometric to the static BTZ black hole outside the
horizon but have the spatial topology of a topological geon,
with no second exterior region behind the black-and-white-
hole horizons. The detector was coupled linearly to a
conformal scalar field, prepared in the Hartle-Hawking-
type state that is induced from the global vacuum on AdS3,
with Dirichlet, Neumann or transparent boundary condi-
tions at the infinity. The detector was treated in first-order
perturbation theory and assumed switched on in the
asymptotic past.
The spacetimes were the RP2 geon [8] and the Swedish

geon of Åminneborg et al. [18], each obtained as a quotient
of an open subset in AdS3 under a discrete isometry group.
For both of these topological geon spacetimes, we found
that the detector’s response differs from that for the BTZ
black hole, and the responses for the two spacetimes differ
from each other. In particular, the detector’s late time
transition rate in the RP2 geon differs from that in the BTZ
black hole, as previously found in [12], and the geometric
reasons for this were identified in a related context
in [23,24]; by contrast, our numerical results show that
the late time response in the Swedish geon approaches that
on the BTZ black hole. An analytic explanation of this late
time phenomenon would require a deeper geometric study
of the discrete group action by which the Swedish geon is
quotiented from AdS3.
Our numerical results also show that, for the Swedish

geon, at intermediate times the transition rate is much larger
than for the RP2 geon with the same mass. This is perhaps
not unexpected, as the image sum for the field’s Wightman
function on the RP2 geon consists of a strict subset of the
terms in the image sum on the Swedish geon, but a more
quantitative explanation would again require a deeper study
of the discrete group action by which the Swedish geon is
constructed from AdS3.
The salient lesson from our results is that specific

information about the interior topology of a black hole
is accessible to an observer outside the black hole by
allowing them to probe a quantum state that has been
prepared with knowledge of the global topology of the
spacetime.
A limitation of our results is the restriction to static

observers. The response rate of infalling detectors for the
spinless [40] and spinning [42] BTZ black holes has been
recently investigated, as well as for the RP2 geon [41].
These results suggest that the Swedish geon case will
exhibit more detailed differences as compared to its RP2

geon counterpart. This remains an interesting subject for
future work.

FIG. 3. As in Figs. 1(a) [Panel (a)] and 2 [Panel (b)] but with a
smaller black hole, rh=l ¼ ffiffiffi

3
p

, with detector position still such
that R2=r2h ¼ 25

7
.
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APPENDIX A: SWEDISH GEON GENERATORS

In this appendix we construct a convenient pair of free
generators of the isometry group by which the Swedish
geon is quotiented from AdS3. We first consider the
spacelike hypersurface on which the geometry is locally
that of the Poincaré disk, and we then extend the generators
to the spacetime.

1. Fundamental domain on the Poincaré disk

Recall that the Poincaré metric on the open unit disk
jzj < 1 of C is

ds2 ¼ 4jdzj2
ð1 − jzj2Þ2 : ðA1Þ

The metric has constant negative curvature, with Ricci
scalar −2. The metric is invariant under the fractional linear
SUð1; 1Þ action

z ↦ UðzÞ ¼ αzþ β̄

βzþ ᾱ
; ðA2Þ

where U∈ SUð1; 1Þ is written as

U ¼
�
α β̄

β ᾱ

�
; ðA3Þ

where α and β are complex numbers with jαj2 − jβj2 ¼ 1.
The only degeneracy in this action is that U and −U give
the same fractional linear transformation. The isometry
group of the Poincaré disc is hence PSUð1; 1Þ, and
elements in PSUð1; 1Þ may be represented as in (A3)
when understood modulo overall sign.
To establish notation, we define three one-parameter

families of SUð1; 1Þ matrices by

RðθÞ ≔
�
eiθ=2 0

0 e−iθ=2

�
; ðA4aÞ

DHðψÞ ≔
�
coshðψ=2Þ sinhðψ=2Þ
sinhðψ=2Þ coshðψ=2Þ

�
; ðA4bÞ

DVðψÞ ≔
�

coshðψ=2Þ i sinhðψ=2Þ
−i sinhðψ=2Þ coshðψ=2Þ

�
: ðA4cÞ

The action of RðθÞ on the disk is a rotation about the origin,
and θ is the rotation angle, measured positive counter-
clockwise. The action ofDHðψÞ is a boost with fixed points
at z ¼ �1, such that positive values of the rapidity ψ move
points to the right, toward z ¼ 1. The action of DVðψÞ is a
boost with fixed points at z ¼ �i, such that positive values
of the rapidity ψ move points upward, toward z ¼ i. The
subscripts H and V stand respectively for “horizontal” and
“vertical.”
With this notation, let a > 2 arsinh 1, and let

Ã ≔ DHðaÞ; ðA5aÞ
B̃ ≔ DVðaÞ: ðA5bÞ

Ã and B̃ act on the disk as illustrated in Fig. 4(a), mapping
the four symmetrically chosen geodesic circle segments to
each other as shown. The condition a > 2 arsinh 1 is the
condition for the circle segments not to intersect, neither on
the open disk nor on its boundary. From the figure it is
hence clear that the group generated by Ã and B̃ acts on the
disk freely and properly discontinuously, and the domain
between the four circle segments in the figure serves as a
fundamental domain for the group action. This is the
construction given in [18].
The symmetric fundamental domain shown in Fig. 4(a)

intersects the boundary of the disk in four segments, but it is
clear from the identifications that these four segments
connect to form a circle, and the quotient space hence
has a single trumpetlike infinity. A fundamental domain
adapted to the infinity is displayed in Fig. 4(b), where the
identifications of the boundary segments are as shown, and
the SUð1; 1Þ matrices A and B are given by

A ¼ RðqÞDHð−χAÞDVð−aÞDHðχAÞRð−qÞ; ðA6aÞ

B ¼ DHð−χBÞDVðaÞDHðχBÞ; ðA6bÞ

with

q ¼ arctan

 ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
S4 − 1

p

S

!
; ðA7aÞ

χA ¼ artanh

�
S2ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

S4 þ S2 − 1
p

�
; ðA7bÞ
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χB ¼ artanh

�
1

S

�
; ðA7cÞ

where

S≔ sinhða=2Þ; C≔ coshða=2Þ: ðA8Þ

The map between the two infinity-reaching boundary
segments is by

BAB−1A−1 ¼ −DVðψhÞ; ðA9Þ

where

ψh ¼ 4arcoshðS2Þ: ðA10Þ

The transformations leading from Fig. 4(a) with (A5) to
Fig. 4(b) with (A6) are given in Appendix B.
In Appendix C it is shown that the quotient surface is a

punctured torus, and A=f�1g and B=f�1g are a pair of
free generators of the fundamental group of this surface.

2. Generators in the spacetime

Recall that we realise AdS3 as the hyperboloid (8) inR2;2

with the metric (9). We write the action of the Oð2; 2Þ
isometry group on AdS3 in terms of the embedding space
coordinates as

0BBB@
T2

T1

X2

X1

1CCCA↦ U
˜

0BBB@
T2

T1

X2

X1

1CCCA; ðA11Þ

where U
˜
denotes Oð2; 2Þ elements in the defining matrix

representation.
In terms of this realization, we embed the Poincaré disc

of Fig. 4(b) in AdS3 by

T2 ¼ 0; ðA12aÞ

T1

l
¼ 1þ jzj2

1 − jzj2 ; ðA12bÞ

X2 þ iX1

l
¼ 2z

1 − jzj2 ; ðA12cÞ

as the spacelike hypersurface T2 ¼ 0 with T1 > 0. The
induced metric on this hypersurface is l2 times (A1). The
isometries of the Poincaré disk by the SUð1; 1Þ matrices
(A4) are induced from the AdS3 isometries by the respec-
tive Oð2; 2Þ matrices

ReðθÞ ¼
0BBB@

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 cos θ − sin θ

0 0 sin θ cos θ

1CCCA; ðA13aÞ

FIG. 4. Two fundamental domains on the Poincaré disk. (a) In panel (a), the fundamental domain is between the four symmetrically
arranged geodesic circle segments, and the identifications of the segments use the generators Ã and B̃ (A5) as shown. The fundamental
domain reaches the boundary of the disk in four segments, and the identifications join these segments into a circle. (b) In panel (b),
the fundamental domain is between the seven geodesic circle segments, and the identifications of the segments use the generators
A and B (A6) as shown. The fundamental domain is adapted to the infinity, where it reaches the boundary of the disk in a single segment,
and the identification by BAB−1A−1 ¼ −DVðψhÞ, with ψh given by (A10), joins this segment into a circle. The horizon is on the axis of
DVðψhÞ as shown.
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DHe ðψÞ ¼

0BBB@
1 0 0 0

0 coshψ sinhψ 0

0 sinhψ coshψ 0

0 0 0 1

1CCCA; ðA13bÞ

DVe ðψÞ ¼

0BBB@
1 0 0 0

0 coshψ 0 sinhψ

0 0 1 0

0 sinhψ 0 coshψ

1CCCA: ðA13cÞ

It can then be verified that the Poincaré disc isometries by A and B (A6) are induced from the respective AdS3 isometries by

Ae ¼

0BBBBBBB@

1 0 0 0

0
coshð6zÞþ2 coshð4zÞþcoshð2zÞ

4sinh2ðzÞ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞ

p
coshð4zÞ

sinh2ðzÞ sinhð4zÞ

0 −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞ

p
sinh2ðzÞ −coth2ðzÞ 0

0 − coshð5zÞþ3 coshð3zÞþ4 coshðzÞ
2 sinhðzÞ −4½coshð2zÞ�3=2 cothðzÞ − coshð4zÞ

1CCCCCCCA
; ðA14aÞ

Be ¼

0BBBBBB@
1 0 0 0

0
coshð4zÞþcoshð2zÞ

2sinh2ðzÞ
½coshð2zÞ�3=2
sinh2ðzÞ

coshð3zÞþcoshðzÞ
sinhðzÞ

0 − ½coshð2zÞ�3=2
sinh2ðzÞ −coth2ðzÞ −2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞp

cothðzÞ
0

coshð3zÞþcoshðzÞ
sinhðzÞ 2

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
coshð2zÞp

cothðzÞ 2 coshð2zÞ þ 1

1CCCCCCA; ðA14bÞ

where z ¼ 1
8
ψh. The Poincaré disc isometry by BAB−1A−1

(A9) is induced from the AdS3 isometry by DVe ðψhÞ. It
follows that the quotient of the Poincaré disc evolves
into a single-exterior spinless BTZ black whole with
2π

ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p ¼ ψh, where M is the mass, and the exterior is
covered by the BTZ coordinates ðt; r;ϕÞ in (13) and (14),
with the identification ðt; r;ϕÞ ∼ ðt; r;ϕþ 2πÞ. In terms of
M, (A14) then has z ¼ 1

4
π
ffiffiffiffiffi
M

p
.

APPENDIX B: FUNDAMENTAL
DOMAIN DEFORMATION

In this appendix we describe the deformation between
the two fundamental domains shown in Fig. 4.
We start from the Poincaré disc of Fig. 4(a), with Ã and B̃

given by (A5). We map the disc to the upper half-plane by
the fractional linear transformation

w ¼ V ×
ð1 − iðCþ SÞÞzþ i − ðCþ SÞ
ð1þ iðCþ SÞÞzþ iþ ðCþ SÞ ; ðB1Þ

where S and C are given by (A8), and V ≔
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
Sþ1
S−1

q
. Writing

w ¼ uþ iv, where u∈R and v > 0, the metric (A1) is

mapped to the upper half-plane hyperbolic metric

ds2 ¼ du2 þ dv2

v2
: ðB2Þ

The fractional linear transformations by Ã and B̃ are
mapped respectively to fractional linear transformations
by the SLð2;RÞ matrices

Â ¼
�
−CðS − 1Þ −S2V
S2V−1 CðSþ 1Þ

�
; ðB3aÞ

B̂ ¼
�

C SV

SV−1 C

�
: ðB3bÞ

The fixed points z ¼ �1 of Ã are mapped to the fixed
points of Â, which are respectively at w ¼ −VðC − 1ÞS−1
and w ¼ −VðCþ 1ÞS−1, and the fixed points z ¼ �i of B̃
are mapped to the fixed points of B̂, which are respectively
at w ¼ �V. The fundamental domain in Fig. 4(a) is
mapped to the fundamental domain D1 in Fig. 5, with
the identifications described in the caption. Figures 5–7
then show howD1 can be replaced by the new fundamental
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FIG. 6. (a) As in Fig. 5(b), but showing also a geodesic arc (in red) that cuts D1 in two symmetric halves, and the image of this arc in
the shaded image ofD1. (b) A new fundamental domainD2, combining half ofD1 and half of the shaded image ofD1. The upper triple-
arrowed boundary is mapped to the lower triple-arrowed boundary by Â. The left single-arrowed boundary is mapped to the right single-
arrowed boundary by Â B̂ Â−1.

FIG. 7. (a) D2 together with its image under B̂, shown shaded. Also shown is a geodesic arc (in green) that cuts D2 in two symmetric
halves, and the image of this arc in the shaded image of D2. (b) A new fundamental domain D3, combining half of D2 and half of the
shaded image of D2. The left quadruple-arrowed boundary is mapped to the right quadruple-arrowed boundary by B̂. The left single-
arrowed boundary is mapped to the right single-arrowed boundary by B̂ Â B̂−1Â−1, whose fixed points are w ¼ �1. The dashed curve is
the geodesic circle joining w ¼ �1 and forming the horizon.

FIG. 5. (a) The upper half-plane fundamental domain D1 to which the fundamental domain in Fig. 4(a) is mapped by the fractional
linear transformation (B1). Â maps the left single-arrowed semicircle to the right one, and B̂ maps the quadruple-arrowed semicircle to
the positive imaginary axis. (b) D1 together with its image under Â, shown shaded.
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domain D3 in Fig. 7(b), as described in the captions. In
particular, it follows that there is a horizon, generated by the
boost

B̂ Â B̂−1Â−1¼−
�

2S4−1 2CS2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
S2−1

p

2CS2
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
S2−1

p
2S4−1

�
; ðB4Þ

which has fixed points w ¼ �1 and the boost parameter
ψh (A10).
Finally, we map D3 in the upper half-plane back to the

Poincaré disk by the fractional linear transformation

z ¼ iwþ 1

−iwþ 1
; ðB5Þ

which maps w ¼ 0 to z ¼ 1, w ¼ i to z ¼ 0 and w ¼ ∞ to
z ¼ −1. This gives the fundamental domain in Fig. 4(b). A
and B are boosts with rapidity a, with fixed points
respectively at

A∶ eiq
−S2 ∓ i

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
S2 − 1

pffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
S4 þ S2 − 1

p ; ðB6aÞ

B∶
−1� i

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
S2 − 1

p

S
; ðB6bÞ

where q is given by (A7a). From this it follows that A and B
have the expressions given in (A6)–(A8), using the fact that
DHðψÞ maps the fixed points �i of DVðψÞ to respec-
tively tanhψ � i= coshψ.

APPENDIX C: TOPOLOGY

In this appendix we show that the quotient surface of the
Poincaré disc is a punctured torus, and its fundamental
group is the free group generated by A=f�1g and B=f�1g,
were A and B are given in (A6).
We start by representing the punctured torus as shown in

Fig. 8(a), as a punctured rectangle with the opposing sides
pairwise identified as shown. We then perform a sequence
of cut-and paste deformations as shown in Figs. 8(b)–10(a).
The fundamental domain in Fig. 10(a) is topologically
identical to that in Fig. 4(b), and the identifications by A
and B in Fig. 4(b) correspond to the pair of identifications
across the boundaries of the fundamental domain in Fig. 8(a).
A perspective picture of the fundamental domain of Fig. 7(b)
glued across the identifications is shown in Fig. 10(b).

FIG. 8. (a) Fundamental domain of a punctured torus, realized as a rectangle with a hole in the middle. The arrows show the pairwise
identifications of the sides. All the four corner points, labeled q, are identified. (b) A pair of identified points labeled p on the boundary
are chosen. The double-arrowed boundary segments are identified, and the triple-arrowed boundary segments are identified.

FIG. 9. (a) A cut is introduced from one of the points p to the puncture. (b) The surface is continuously deformed around the new cut.
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As the fundamental group of the punctured torus is the free group generated by the two identifications shown in
Fig. 8(a) [[43], Section I.2] [44], it follows that A=f�1g and B=f�1g provide a pair of free generators for the action of the
fundamental group on the Poincaré disc.
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