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Relativistic Motion in a Magnetic Field
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A simple integral of the relativistic equations of motion for a charge in a magnetic 6eld is used to reduce
the Dirac equations to two simultaneous Grst-order di8erential equations. Kigenstates of this integral are the
basis for a treatment of degeneracy and, in the case of a homogeneous 6eld, for the construction of energy
eigenfunctions from non-relativistic solutions. For a free particle the same integral leads directly to the only
possible energy states with exactly de6ned spin projections.

I. INTRODUCTION

"N a recent paper' a treatment of the NR motion of
~ ~ a charge in a homogeneous magnetic 6eld has been
given which contains an exhaustive classil6cation of the
energy states in terms of integrals of the motion. While
eigenfunctions were also given for the relativistic
motion, there remained a twofold degeneracy in the
energy, "accidental" in the sense that the degenerate
states were not connected with an integral of motion.
In the present paper this degeneracy is derived from
and the degenerate states described by certain integrals
which have not been previously considered.

In an inhomogeneous magnetic field (Section II) the
relativistic equations of motion admit a simple integral,
I, by which the problem of finding energy eigenfunc-
tions can be reduced to the solution of two simul-
taneous 6rst-order differential equations. For positive
energy states with positive (negative) eigenvalues of I,
the spin density is parallel (antiparallel) to the matter
current. The energy is degenerate if a second integral
exists which anticommutes with I or if the magnetic
field satis6es certain symmetry conditions.

In a homogeneous magnetic field (Section III) ex-
plicit expressions are found for other integrals con-
nected with the spin degeneracy. One of these involves
only transverse motion and leads to a separation of the
energy into transverse and longitudinal parts, each of
which is a constant of motion. General solutions for the
eigenfunctions of I are obtained in terms of NR wave
functions. From these solutions spinor representations,
as well as matter, spin and current densities, are derived
for the energy eigenstates of the various integrals of
motion.

For a free particle (Section IV) the energy eigen-
states of I prove to be the only possible energy states
in which a projection of the spin can be exactly de6ned.
Solutions for the eigenfunctions of I are easily obtained
for plane waves from which spinor representations are
derived for the energy eigenstates of several integrals
of motion. Free particle eigenfunctions can also be
obtained from solutions in a homogeneous magnetic
field by passing to the limit X—A.

~ M. H. Johnson and 3. A. Lippmann, Phys. Rev. N, 828
(1949). The notation of this paper will be followed here and
equation references will be indicated by the sufBx A.

commutes with H and is therefore an integral of the
motion. Simultaneous eigenfunctions for H and I neces-
sarily exist and, as we shaB see, represent states in
which the spin is parallel or antiparallel to the current.

The Hamiltonian expressed in terms of I is

H= pal+ p3tsc .
Thus the transformation from any representation in

which I is diagonal to the principal axis of H involves

only pl and p3. In such a representation

H= p&P+p

where F is an eigenvalue of I. If the quantities v; are
introduced

v&
——[p&mC' —& p]F[ 'F+ 'm4jC&

V2= P2)

v4 ——[pqF+ p4mC'][F'+m'C4] '*,

the Hamiltonian becomes

H = v4[F'+m'c4$&

(Sa)

(Sh)

(Sc)

Since v = 1 and v; satisfy exactly the same commutation
relations as p, (i=1, 2, 3), the eigenvalues of v4 are +1
and of H are

E=&[F'+ ' m]&c.4

Hence the energy eigenvalues occur in pairs &E and,
in magnitude are greater than or equal to mc'.

The eigenfunctions of H are readily found from
eigenfunctions of I by using the conventional matrix
representation of e and p; with cr. and p3 diagonal. If

GQ2

bl
.be2

II. INHOMOGENEOUS MAGNETIC FIELD

The Dirac Hamiltonian for a charge in any magnetic
field is, in conventional notation,

H —cp e ~+p3mc

where ~ is the kinetic momentum which satisfies the
commutation relation of Eq. (3-A). Since 4v commutes
with pi and p3,
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x+u|+ (—x,—F/c) u2 ——0. (9b)

The constants a and b can be so chosen that |P» is an
eigenfunction of H,

II', » = (pgI+ pamc') Pz, » =Egz, ».

Ke thus find

(10)

then f» is an eigenfunction of I provided that

x us+(x, —F/c) up= 0, (9a)

(10) ipzfz, »( x—y
—z)—is then an eigenfunction of II

for the eigenvalue E and is therefore a simultaneous
eigenfunction of B and I As. ip&fz, »( x—y—z—) is the
spinor obtained from Pz, »(xyz) by a reflection in the
origin and as the matter, spin and current densities are
scalar, pseudovector and vector quantities respectively,
the matter and spin density for the state F at the point
(xyz) and for the state Fa—t (—x—

y
—z) are the same

while the current for the state F at (xyz) is equal in
magnitude and opposite in direction to the current for
the state Fat (——x—y —z). In general the matter
densities for the two degenerate states are very diBerent.

lp (0'g+ 20'p) lp = up u2. (14)

The matter current, calculated from Kq. (11), is given
by the right-hand sides of Kqs. (13) and (14) multiplied

by cF/F and therefore differs from the spin density by
a constant factor. For positive energy states the matter
current and spin density are parallel for positive eigen-
values of I and are antiparallel for negative eigenvalues
of I.

It is evident that if the eigenvalues of I occur in
pairs ~F, the energy is degenerate in the sign of F. A
sufhcient condition is the existence of an operator, R,
which anticommutes with I. For, in this case,

I(RP») = RIP»= F(R—P»), — (15)

so that R|p» is an eigenfunction of I for the eigenvalue
—F. It should be noted that, if RI= —IR, an R can
a,lways be found which commutes with p, (since I com-
mutes with p;) and that psR then commutes with Band
is another integral of motion. The commutator,
[I, p+], according to a general theorem, is then a
third integral. Here the third integral is iIp3R which
anticommutes with both I and p3R.

The condition on the magnetic field that

is also sufhcient for degeneracy in the sign of F. For
under this condition the eigenvalue equation

—cAr [ihV + (e/c)A(xyz) 7fz, »(xyz) =Ffz, »(xyz) (17)

is transformed into itself by changing the independent
variables from xys to —x—y—2, except that F is
replaced by F. Thus Pz, »( x —y z) is an eige—n-— —
function of I for the eigenvalue —F. According to Eq.

where F is given by Eq. (7). The problem of con-
structing energy eigenfunctions is thereby reduced to
solving Eq. (9). In the next section general solutions
are given for a homogeneous magnetic field.

The matter density and spin density, calculated from
Eq. (11), are

|p'lp= (1/2)((u|('+ iu2(') (12)

&*oA =(1/2)(lu I'—Iu I') (»)

F= a(c'p'+. 2ehcBCn J& (21)

III. HOMOGENEOUS MAGNETIC FIELD

Kith H along the s axis, m, is a constant of motion.
In a representation with ~, diagonal all eigenfunctions
contain z in a factor exp(ipz/8) where p is an eigenvalue
of x,. The 6eld has the symmetry required by Eq. (16)
and the energy is degenerate in the sign of F. The solu-
tion derived from Pz»by ,a reflection in the origin
clearly has the eigenvalue —p for x, and represents
motion in a reversed sense along the s axis. New solu-
tions can also be derived from fz, » because of the high
degree of symmetry in the field, by reflections in the xy
plane or in the s axis. It is easily shown that the eigen-
value for x„xo or yo changes sign in the derived solu-
tions which are therefore contained in a classification of
states according to a complete set of constants chosen
from m„xo and yo.

The solutions in Eq. (54-A) show another degeneracy
in which the matter density for the two degenerate
states is very nearly the same in contrast to the pairs of
states discussed. This spin degeneracy may be inferred
by writing

I=c(o,7r,+o„vr„)+co,p, (1g)

where the two terms on the right-hand side anti-
commute with each other and therefore their product
anticommutes with I. Hence

T= zpg(I co,p) o,= ip3(Io.—cp) (19)—
anticommutes with I and commutes with B so that I,
T and iIT are three anticommuting integrals of motion
leading to degeneracy in the sign of F.As these integrals
commute with m„xo and yo, the degeneracy is in addi-
tion to any degeneracy in which the degenerate states
have diBerent eigenvalues of m„xo or yo.

To determine the eigenvalues of I, T and iIT, it is
sufhcient to consider their squares as the commutation
properties insure the eigenvalues occur in pairs of the
form ~P. For example

P=c'n'+ 2ehco. ,K.

The eigenvalues of m have been determined, Eqs.
(16-A) and (17-A), while those of o, are &1. We con-
clude
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I= tÃC p30z+Cpy7I &, (22b)

From its construction, Eq. (22a), L anticommutes with
T Its ei.genvalues are &L cp'+m'c']&. The Hamiltonian
can be simply expressed in terms of I. and T,

H= o,(L+piT),
JI'= I'+T-.

(23a)

(23b)

The eigenfunctions of I are easily derived from the
P. of Eqs. (36-A) and (37-A). In fact, setting ui ——a'iP„ i
and u2= b'tP„, Eq. (9) is satisfied provided that

(cP F)a'—+ (2ehc3Cn) lb' =0, (24a,)

(2ehc3Cn) ~a'+ ( cP F)b—'= 0— (2.4b)

Upon solving Eq. (24) and inserting the corresponding
functions ui and u2 into Eq. (11),

(E+mc-') (2ehc x'.n) &P„ i

Ps, p (E+mc——') (F—cP) iP.
F(2ehc zen) 1P. ,

F(F cp)P„—
XI 4E(E+mc')F(F cP)j —l, (25)

where F is given by Eq. (21). According to Eq. (24)
only the minus sign should be used in Eq. (21) for
n=0, in which case Eq. (25) remains valid. The state
n=0 is not degenerate in the spin variables.

The matter and spin densities, obtained by inserting
the solution of Eq. (24) into Eqs. (12), (13) and (14), are

|t'4= pily- il'+p2I4-I', -(26)
0'~*0=q(pil 0--i I'—p2I tb-I'), (27)

4"(~*+i~,)4 = 2q'(pip )'4*2- i4 , -(28)

p, = (2ehc SCn) :2F(F cp), ——(29a)

p2= (F—cp)/(2F), (29b)

(29c)

The matter current is obtained by multiplying the spin
density by cp/F. The quantities pi and p2 can be inter-
preted as the probabilities for 6nding the NR "orbital
states" iP„ i and iP, respectively, in an eigenstate of H
and I. Equation (27) then shows that P i and iP are
associated with spin projections+1 and —i, respectively,
along the s axis. In the two eigenstates RIFI, both
probabilities pI and p2 are different, the transverse spin

In a similar way the eigenvalues of T are +I 2ehcXn7~
and those ofiIT are RIFI t2ehcXnj& W. hile, according
to Eq. (21) F is related to both transverse and longi-
tudinal motion, the eigenvalues of T depend only on the
motion in the transverse plane.

Another integral of motion which involves only the
longitudinal motion can be constructed from I and iIt.
Let I be defined by

12L= mc'(—iIT)+cia HI, . (22a)

q=1,
q'=iemc'/E

(31b)

(31c)

The longitudinal current is given by the right-hand side
of Eq. (27) with q =c'p/E and the sign before the second
term changed to + while the transverse current is given
by the right-hand side of Eq. (28) with q'=cl T'I/E.
In the two eigenstates +

I

T'I, the current and longi-
tudinal spin densities are the same while the transverse
spin densities are equal but opposite in sign. The ex-
pectation values of all transverse components is zero
while those of the longitudinal components are 0 and
c'ip/ E for spin and current, respectively.

Simultaneous eigenfunctions for II and I are ob-
tained in a similar way from the projection operator
L+L', where L'= &I pc'+m' 4]c'-.

(E+L')(L'+mc')P. i'
cP(2ehc BCn) &tP„

(E+L')cp4-i-
(L'+mc') (2ehcBCn) &P„

X[4E(E+L')L'(L'+mc') j &. (32)

The matter and spin densities, calculated from Eq. (32),
are given by Eqs. (26), (27) and (28) with

pi ——(E+L')/(2E), (33a)

p2
——(2ehc3cn) :2E(E+I.'), —(33b)

q=1, (33c)

q'= cp/L'. (33d)

The longitudinal current is given by the right-hand side
of Eq. (27) with q=c2p/L' while the transverse current
is given by the right-hand side of Eq. (28) with q'=c.
In the two eigenstates &

I
L'I, the probabilities pi and

p2 are diferent, the transverse spin densities are equal
but opposite in sign while the transverse currents are
the same. The expectation values of all transverse
components is zero while those of the longitudinal com-

densities are equal but opposite in sign and the trans-
verse currents are the same. The expectation values of
all transverse currents are zero while those of the
longitudinal components are p/F and c'p/E for spin
and current, respectively.

Simultaneous eigenfunctions of II and T can now be
found from Eq. (25) by projection opera, tors. If the
eigenvalues of T are T'=e(2ehc3Cn)'*, where e=&1,
then (T+T')i', i: is an eigenfunction of T for the
eigenvalue T'. We get

'
(E+mc")iP„ -i

'
e(E'+mc )tPyg [gE(E+ o)j
e(T' icp)—P. ,

The matter and spin density, calculated from Eq. (30),
are given by Eqs. (26)—(28) with

pi p2 L (31a)
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ponents are L/E and c'p/E for spin and current,
respectively.

It is interesting to see how the addition of a Pauli
term, p,H o, to the Hamiltonian removes the spin de-
generacy. Since o, commutes with L, fs I. are correct
zeroth order eigenfunctions. The first-order correction
to the energy' is given by the expectation value of r, .

&E= y XL'/E= +p %[1—(2ehc Xn)/E']' (3.4)

Since, in most cases, 2ekc Krs&&E', the additional
energies are those of a dipole of strength p, , parallel or
antiparallel to H. The degenerate states are thus split
by the energy 2p, X.

III. FREE PARTICLE

In the absence of a field the kinetic momentum can be
identified with the usual momentum, p, whose eigen-
values we will designate by p ', p„' and p, '. It is obvious
that I is still an integral and it is easily verified that T
is the s component of a vector all of whose components
are integrals. The seven integrals, I, T and iIT may be
expressed in terms of three independent integrals as can
most easily be seen by taking the s axis along p'

(p, '= p„'=0). In that case T, and iIT, are identically
zero and the five remaining integrals reduce to o„
p3r„and p3o. . It is evident that the component of e
along p is a constant of the motion and that no other
component of e has this property. The eigenstates of I
are therefore the only possible states with exactly
defined values of a spin projection. ' The eigenstates of
p3cr„or p3o. are eigenstates of o.„or o, only in the limit
of smaH velocities (p~1).

From Eq. (21) the eigenvalues of I are F=&cp'
=+c[p "+p„"+p."]&.Simultaneous eigenfunctions of
H and I can again be found from Kqs. (9) and (11).
Setting I~=a" exp(ip' r/h) a.nd N2=b" exp(ip' r/h),
F.q. (9) becomes algebraic and its solutions substituted
into Eq. (11) yield

'
(E+mc')(F+cp, ')

/h j (E+mc')c(p, '+ip„')
g, @=exp $p 'I'

F(F+cp')
Fc(p +ip~')

X [4E(E+mc')F(F+cp, ')j &. (35)

' The exact eigenvalues of the Hamiltonian H =cpIm e+p3mc'
+yH e are E'= &PE'+pP3C &2yKE(i —2ekc3Cn/E') &1&, where
E. is given by Eqs. {7)and {21).

g This has been discussed in detail from a diferent standpoint
in A. Sommerfeld's, Wellenmeeltae~k (Frederick Ungar Publishing
("ompany), p. 330 R.

The matter and spin densities, obtained by substituting
the solutions of Eq. (9) into Eqs. (12)-(14), are

/*a, 'P= cP,'/F, (37)

P*~.P=L'/E,

P'(~.+i~„)y=cp.'c(p.'+ip„')/(EL')

(40)

(41)

(42)

The matter current is again identical with the classical
velocity vector. In the two eigenstates &~L'~, the
currents are the same and the spin densities are equal
but opposite in sign.

Free particle solutions can also be obtained from
solutions in a homogeneous Geld by passing to the limit
X—4. The f„of Eq. (37-A) contain X (Eq. (19-A)) as
a scale factor for the transverse coordinates and ) is
proportional to K &. If n is held fixed, f„appr oache s
the value of P at x= y= 0 for any finite value of x and

y as 3C—4. Thus the space parts of the wave functions
approach plane waves along the s axis as should be
expected for, in this limit, the energy of transverse
motion is zero. The spinor parts of the eigenfunctions
go over into the corresponding spinors for a free par-
ticle. Thus Ps, e goes over into the solution of Eq. (35)
and rpz, c into the solution of Eq. (39) with p,'= p„'=0
in both cases.

4*(~.+i~.)0=c(p*'+ip')/&' (3g)

Thus the spin densities are just the projections of a unit
vector, parallel to p' for P positive and antiparallel to
p' for F negative, on the coordinate axes. The matter
current, obtained by multiplying the spin density by
cF/E, is identical with the classical velocity vector,
c'p'/E for both eigenstates &

~

F'
~

.
Simultaneous eigenfunctions of H and other integrals

of motion associated with spin degeneracy can now be
obtained by projection operators. For example the
eigenfunctions of I are

(E+L')(L'+mc') '

cp, 'c(p.'+i p„')
pE c ——exp(sy r/h) (E+L,)

(L'+mc') c(p,'+ip„')
X[4E(E+L')L'(L'+mc')P'*. (39)

The matter and spin density, calculated from Eq. (39)
are


